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BN to celebrate silver jubilee nationw de

Lokman Mansor
BARI SAN Nasional (BN) will celebrate its silver jubilee this year by
highlightingits struggle, achi evenents, and phil osophy i n devel opi ng t he
country over the |last 25 years.
Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d cel ebrati ons
will be held nationwide. It will include alarge gathering with by BN
| eaders.
"It isinportant that we cel ebrate our anni versay because BNis a party
t hat has brought maj or changes to the country, inits struggle and
fostering cooperation anong the different races," he said.
Abdul | ah was speaki ng i n Kual a Lunpur yesterday after chairing the first
nmeeti ng of the organising commttee for the cel ebrations.
He said BN is the only party in the world that proves how cooperation
anong various races in governing a nation can ensure peace and stability.
"This i s what has happened i n Mal aysi a and we are proud of the BN. There
i s always goodwi I |, tol erance, and concern towards the probl ens and
sensitivities of the various races. W feel it is inportant that this idea
and phi |l osophy be understood by the peopl e, especially the younger
generation," Abdul | ah sai d.
He sai d yesterday's neeting, attended by the heads of BN conponent
parties, discussed the scope of the celebration, its thenme, |ogo, venues
and financial costs.
"Several decisions were made and will be presented to the BN presi dent
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad bef ore specific details can be announced.
He will set the date for the celebration,” Abdul | ah said.
He sai d seven sub-comitteess were set up, covering anong ot hers,
preparations (headed by Umo vice president Datuk Seri Najib Razak),
performances (Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k), publicity
(Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaacob), security and
transportation (MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik).
Asked if the jubilee celebrationis a showof strength by BN ahead of
t he general el ections which nust be hel d before June next year, Abdull ah
sai d BN cannot be expected to ignore its 25th anniversary.
"This is not a show of strength. As it happens this is our 25th year. W
cannot ignore that. If the cel ebrati ons occur near the elections that is a
coi nci dence. W could not do it earlier because we were only 25-years on
June 1 1999. Now we are starting to make preparations,” he said.
Meanwhi | e, asked about Opposition clains that the majority of 700, 000
new voters under the new el ectoral roll are against the Government,
Abdul | ah sai d they cannot nake that assunption.
"How do t hey know? Just because sone youth nmake comments that are
agai nst the Governnent does not nean that they represent all youth. Many
of themsupport the BN, otherw se how coul d nenbershi p of Umo Youth and
BN Youth continue to increase?
"You cannot nake an assunption that young people are anti-BN. | know for
certain that nany young | eaders are very pro-BN. Maybe they don't nake a
| ot of noise, they don't goto the streets...," he said.
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