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BN to field candi dates who are capabl e, popular: Dr M

BARI SAN Nasi onal (BN) will field candi dates who are not only capabl e but
al so popular to ensure a big victory in the 10th general elections to be
hel d on Novenber 29, Prine Mnister and BN chai rnman Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad says.

"W need to find candi dates who are popul ar as wel|l as capable in
managi ng their constituencies,” he saidin aspecial interviewwith TV3in
Kual a Lunpur | ast night. The transcript of the interview was rel eased by
the Prime Mnister's Departnment to Bernama

Expressing confidence that BNwill again win atwo-thirds majority, Dr
Mahat hir sai d the party has categori sed constituencies to be contested
into white, grey or black

White denotes seats which the BN has a strong chance of w nning, and

bl ack those it can expect a tough fight. The grey areas are 50-50

cont ests.

"We see, for this election, the white areas are nore than half (of the
total) and the grey ones are not that grey. This gives us confidence that
BNwill win nore than 128 seats," he said.

Atotal of 193 parlianentary and 394 state assenbly seats will be
contested this tine.

Dr Mahathir said a two-thirds majority is crucial as it allows the
establishment of a stable governnent that can formul ate effective policies
and nation-buil di ng progranmmes.

"I't is not nerely to anend the Constitution.”

He di smi ssed suggestions that Umo, the senior conmponent party of the

BN, had conproni sed too much and given in to too nmany of the non- Ml ays
demands.

"It's not true at all. W only honour the prom ses and t he under st andi ng
we had when we attai ned i ndependence,” the Prine M nister said.

The peopl e nust accept the reality that Malays and non-Mal ays live in

Mal aysi a. "W cannot evict the non-Mal ays... we accept themas the people
of this country. As citizens, they nust be treated as such," he added.

On their part, the non-Mal ays recogni se the position of the Mal ays and

do not question the status of Islamas the official religion provided they
are free to enbrace the religion of their choice.

"Thi s has made our country very peaceful. If we take 100 per cent for
oursel ves, there will be no peace, then we cannot devel op the country.
"To ne, it's better to get 50 per cent fromsonething that exists rather
than getting 100 per cent of nothing," Dr Mahathir said.

Ina multi-racial country |ike Mal aysia, no single comunity can expect
100 per cent of its requests and demands to be net.

"The Mal ays are dissatisfied, the Chinese are dissatisified, the Indians
are al so dissatisfied. This is the best situation... if one race is found
to be very satisfied, this neans the other races are not receiving their
share."

Asked to what extent civil servants mi ght showtheir support for forner
deputy prinme minister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimin the ballot, Dr Mahathir
said he is confident the majority will continue to vote Barisan

No doubt sone officers in government synpathise with Anwar but their
nurmber has declined. Many initially believed that Anwar was victim sed but
nowit is clear there was no victimsation, the Prinme M ni ster said.
Whil e who they vote for is their prerogative, the Government wants its



enpl oyees to concentrate on performng their duties, he said.
"But if they spend their tine in the office canpaigning, |ike sone
t eachers who purposely rai se feelings of hatred agai nst the Governnent, it
will destroy the admi nistration."
He sai d the oppositionis prepared to instigate kindergarten students to
hate certain individuals and the Governnent, including giving them
phot ographs of national |eaders to tranple on.
( END)
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