11 NOV 1999
El ecti on- MBs
BN TO FI ELD NEW FACES | N STATE SEATS

JOHOR BAHARU, Nov 11 (Bernama) -- Johor Barisan Nasional Chairman Dat uk
Abdul Ghani O hman has said several new faces will be fielded for the state
assenbly seats in this general election.

"There will be new and old faces. It will be a conbination of both," he
told reporters after attending a denonstration of the Japanese art of
sel f-defence -- Mishin-Do here |ast night.

The Johor BN component parties woul d have the sane nunber of seats as
alloted in the I ast general election but there would be sw tches anong the
parties, he said.

In the General Election of 1995, the BN swept clean all 40 seats in the
Johor Legislative Assenbly and the 20 Parlianmentary seats. In that election
Umo was alloted 25 state seats, the MCA 11, Gerakan two and the M C al so
t wo.

Johor Umo was given 13 Parlianmentary seats, the MCA six and the MC
one.

He said in the choice of candi dates one of the criteria would be
recognition fromthe respective | ocal comunities.

The BN should field candi dates who were acceptable to the |oca
conmuni ties as the people now eval uated the candi dates who woul d represent
themin the | egislatures, he said.

"The inportant criteria is acceptance of the candidates by the voters
so that the person can win in the area," Ghani said.

Asked whet her he would contest a state or a Parlianentary seat, Abdu
Ghani who is serving his first termas Menteri Besar, said, "I do not
know...it is up to the BN Chairman."

"At this point | was directed to arrange for the dissolution of the
Johor Assenbly and then submit a list of the State BN candi dates,"” he said
when asked whet her he di scussed the candidates with Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at the Federal Capital in Putrajaya yesterday.

In Shah Alam Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Omar al so
said new faces would be fielded and if they won, they would be given an
opportunity to display their talents in the state's adm nistration

"W have |ong prepared for this general election and | am confi dent
that the Barisan Nasional will have a landslide victory," he said after an
audi ence with the Regent of Selagnor at |Istana Mestika in Shah Al am

Abu Hassan said he woul d neet the Sel angor Umo | eaders tonight at
Bungunan Ummo Sel angor in Shah Alam and would follow it up with a neeting
wi th Sel angor BN | eaders at 4pmtonorrow at the sane venue.

He said he had a prelimnary list of candidates but was still open to
suggestions fromthe divisions.

"The final decision will of course be with the BN Chairman Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, " he added.

In Penang, State Umo Liaison Conmttee Deputy Chairman Dat uk Mohaned
Shariff Omar said a neeting of the commttee would be held tonight and
woul d be chaired by Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badaw .

The neeting was expected to finalise preparations for the election

Shariff who is also President of the Pulau Pinang Islamc Affairs
Council urged political parties to refrain from pasting party synbols on
nosque wal | s.

He said the council had ruled that nosques should not be used for
political canpaigns and political ceramahs.



Expr essi ng confidence that the people would vote wi sely, he said the
pl ethora of party flags, bunting and synbols in a particular area did not
reflect the extent of the party's influence anong voters.

In Kual a Terengganu, Terengganu Bari san Nasi onal Chairman Tan Sri \Wan
Mokht ar Ahmad said the State Umo Liai son Conmittee would neet tonorrow
night to discuss the candidates' list for the general election.

He said the State Barisan Nasional would neet on Saturday.

Al Umo Divisions in Terengganu woul d submit their proposed candi dates
to the Menteri Besar at Friday night's neeting.

"The nanmes will then be submitted to the party |eadership,” he told
reporters at this residence, Sri |Iman, here.

Wan Mokhtar said the nunber of new faces had yet to be determ ned and
probably they would be fielded in areas where the BN |l ost to the opposition
in the |ast election.

"Sure winners will be retained and those with 50-50 chance will be
nmoved to other seats or will have to switch fromstate to Parlianmentary
seats or vice versa," he said.

So far there had been no request for any divisional head to be dropped
but the final decision rested with Prime Mnister and BN Chai rman Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, he said.

Wan Mokhtar said the Terengganu BN had prepared four mllion posters
and banners which would be put up after Nomination Day.

Meanwhi | e Terengganu BN Secretary Datuk Tengku Mahnmud Mansor said
di visions had been told to prepare a list of turncoats together with the
evidence to facilitate action.

"I believe some party nenbers will contest on opposition tickets or
beconme their agents. Against these action will be easy and it will only be
difficult against those who act on the quiet,"” he said.

Umo turncoats face the risk of expulsion fromthe party, he added.

In Kota Baharu, Kelantan Umo Chief Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah said the
State Umo would leave it to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad to decide on
the candi dates for the state.

The Kel antan Umo woul d work hard to ensure that the BN regai ned
control of the state governnent, he said.

"The people of Kelantan will be with Umo and they will change the
state governnment," he told Bernana at the Sultan Ismail Petra Airport in
Pengkal an Chepa.

Kel ant an BN Chai rman Dat uk Annuar Musa said the Kel antan people were
fed up with PAS and would go for the BN in this general election.

PAS had 26 seats in the assenbly which was dissol ved today. Seventeen
were held by the BN. PAS al so held six Parlianentary seats and the Kel antan
BN had ei ght.

Kel antan BN Vi ce- Chai rman Dat uk Must apa Mohanmad was al so confident that
the BN woul d come to power in Kel antan.

In Mel aka, State Barisan Nasional Chairman Datuk Seri Abu Zahar Isnin
sai d several new faces from anong young BN | eaders woul d be handpi cked to
repl ace between 25 and 35 per cent of the assenbl ymen who had sat in the
now di ssol ved state | egislature.

"BN conponent parties have been submtting their lists of candidates to
me today for perusal by the State BN, " Abu Zahar said.

The final list would be approved by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, he
told reporters at his office in Ml aka.

On the allocation of state seats anong Mel aka BN conponent parties, he
said the status quo would be maintained -- Umo 16, MCA 7, Gerakan 1 and
M C 1.

In the CGeneral Election of 1995, the Melaka BN | ost three state seats
and one Parlianentary seat to the DAP.



In Kota Kinabal u, Sabah Chief Mnister Datuk Osu Sukam said the State

Umo was likely to contest in all its old Parlianmentary seats.
"This is the tradition..... unl ess BN conponent parties want to switch
seats,"” he told reporters after chairing the State Umo Liaison Conmttee

nmeeting in Kota Kinabal u.

OCsu, who is also the conmttee's Chairman, said the allocation of seats
anong the Sabah BN conmponent parties would be done by Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad.

"There will be no problemon this score as all conmponent parties have
agreed to cooperate to ensure victory for BN candi dates,” he said.

Sabah Umo has 10 Parlianmentary seats -- Marudu, Kota Bel ud, Beaufort,
Si pitang, Papar, Silam Kinabatangan, Libaran, Beluran and Senpor na.

I n Serenban, incunbents have pl edged to Negeri Senbilan Menteri Besar
Tan Sri Mhamed | sa Abdul Samad that they would support all Barisan
Nasi onal candi dates even if they thenselves were not selected to contest in
the com ng polls.

Mohamed |sa said the incunbents had individually pledged not to
sabot age t he new BN candi dat es.

"If they go back on their pledge it nmeans, they are untrustworthy," he
told reporters after a neeting with the BN i ncunbents here.

Al so present at the news conference were Deputy Finance M nister Datuk
Wng See Wah who was reported to have said that he woul d not seek
re-el ection and the assenbl ynan for Genencheh Datuk Waad Mansor who was
recently acquitted of three corruption charges and has yet to be tried on
two ot her charges.

Negeri Senbilan has seven Parlianentary and 32 state seats.

Mohamed |sa said no incunbent in Negeri Senbilan had volunteered to
step down except Wong.

He said BN Chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad woul d deci de on the
new faces.

The Menteri Besar al so said certain people who had no confidence in
wi nning m ght start trouble.

In 1 POH, Perak Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib said the Iist of
State Barisan Nasional candidates would be submitted to Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad soon.

The list of candi dates woul d be announced on the eve of nom nati on day,
he told reporters after chairing the State Umo Liai son Comm ttee neeting
in lpoh today. He lated chaired a neeting of the Perak Bari san Nasional.

Replying to questions, he said Dr Mahathir woul d decide on the
al l ocation of seats anong the Perak BN conponent parties.

The Perak BN was confident of retaining all 23 Parlianentary and the 51
state seats it won in the last general election in 1995 he added. It only
lost the state seat of Sitiawan to the DAP.

However in a by-election in 1997, the DAP won the Teluk Intan
Parlianmentary seat.

Ram i expressed the hope that the people in the state would continue to
support the BN
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