09 MAR 1999
Sabah- BN ( News Anal ysi s)
BN UPBEAT RETAI NI NG POANER | N SABAH

KOTA KI NABALU, March 9 (Bernama) -- Wth only three days for polling,
the ruling Barisan Nasional (BN) appears to be ahead of other parties in
their quest to west the 48 seats up for grabs in the keenly-contested
state el ection.

Anal ysts are confident of the BN winning at |east 35 seats, thus
enabling the coalition to retain its strong and stable adm nistration in
the state for the second consecutive term

BN lost its grip on the state when Datuk Joseph Pairin Kitingan-|ed
Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) ditched the coalition to win the 1990 state
polls. The BN, however, bounced back to power in 1994.

According to anal ysts, though PBS and Bersekutu have not given up hope,
the BN has a good chance to win in Banggi, Bengkoka, Kudat, Tenpasuk
Usukan, Sul aman, Kiulu, |Inanam Api-Api, Senbul an, Myog, Petagas, Kawang,
Pant ai Mani s, Bongawan, Lumadan, Kual a Penyu, Likas, Klias, Sindum n,
Sugut, Labuk, Sungai Sibuga, Sekong, Elopura, Karamunting, Sukau, Kunak
Lahad Datu, Sul abayan, Senall ang, Bal ung, Merotai, Kal abakan and Sri
Tanj ung.

The confidence is based on several factors including on its candidates
personal ity and charisma, strength of the election manifesto, its past
service record to the people and rapid devel opnment brought to Sabah

BN i s banking on the personality of majority of its aspirants including
Dat uk Am r Kahar Tun Mustapha (Banggi), Datuk Chong Kah Kiat (Kudat), Datuk
Sal l eh Sai d Keruak (Usukan), Datuk Yong Teck Lee (Likas), Tan Sri Bernard
Donpok (Moyog), Datuk Osu Sukam (Kawang), Datuk Akl ee Abbas (Sukau), Datuk
Nasi r Tun Sakaran (Senallang) and Dat uk Abdul Ghafur Salleh (Kal abakan).

The anal ysts say BN has unveiled an inpact-oriented manifesto with its
sol emn pl edge to provide a better future for Sabahans by ensuring econonic
prosperity, racial unity, social justice and people's welfare.

Contrary to clainms by the opposition, they said, Sabahans have not only
accepted the presence of federal |eaders, they also | ooked forward to their
gui dance in noul ding a progressive and united society in the state.

The Sabahans al so viewed the frequent visits by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and his deputy Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi to
Sabah as the manifestation of the BN s seriousness and sincerity to redeem
the state from backwardness.

But, PBS and Bersekutu have nmade the presence of federal |eaders as
their main el ection canpaign material, accusing themof trying to "col onise
the state.

They al so accused Sabah BN | eaders of being the puppets of their
political masters in Kuala Lunmpur to the extent of giving in the rights of
the state and the people to be mani pul ated by the federal |eaders in Kual a
Lumpur .

Sonme observers feel Sabahans could no | onger stonach these style of
canpai gni ng by PBS and Bersekutu | eaders who persistently harped on
candi dates' personality and the chief mnistership rotation introduced by
t he BN

They clainmed the rotation systemhad stifled the state's progress and
exposed the state administration to corruption and cronyi sm

The PBS | eaders al so keep alive the "party-hoppi ng" episode of its
assenbl ymen to BN which led to the crunbling of its governnent after only
22 days in power in 1994.



The observers say the BN s argunment that the PBS has failed to bring
devel opnent to Sabah under its rule from 1985 to 1994 had gone down wel |
wi th the people.

According to anal ysts, despite the confidence, the BN nust face the
reality that it need to work hard in Kadazandusun-mgjority areas and
Tanmbunan, the birthplace of PBS and fortress of Datuk Joseph Pairin
Kiti ngan, who is regarded by the Kadazandusuns as their Paranount Chief
(Huguan Siou) .

Concerted effort is also wanting in mxed constituenci es where
Kadazandusuns domi nate over other ethnic groups.

The areas include Kundasang, Ranau, Tambunan, Bi ngkor, Pensi angan
Mel al ap, Kemabong, Mat unggong and Kadamai an

Apart fromthese areas, PBS | eaders clainmed their party has an edge
over BN and Bersekutu in Bengkoka, Matunggong, Tandek, Tenpasuk, Tanparuli
Ki ul u, Inanam Senbul an, Myog, Kawang, Pantai Manis, Klias, Tanjung Papat,
Kar amunti ng, Kuamut and Sri Tanj ung.

The anal ysts al so cautioned BN that it should not take Bersekutu for
granted particularly in prednmoninantly Mislim Bum putera areas particularly
in Likas, where its acting president Datuk Harris Salleh is standing,
al t hough many anal ysts say it was difficult for the people to swallow the
party's tenpting prom ses as outlined in its manifesto.

Besi des Likas, Harris had clainmed his party could wi n Banggi, Kudat,
Bengkoka, Tanparuli, Sul aman, |nanam Api-Api, Senbul an, Pantai Manis,

Tanj ung Papat, Lahad Datu, Sul abayan, Bal ung, Merotai and Sri Tanj ung.

Qoservers said BN | eaders should focus their attention on the
personal ity of PBS and Bersekutu candi dates.

Besi des Pairin, PBS had also fielded influential contestants such as Dr
Yee Moh Chai (Api-Api), Datuk Dr Jeffrey Kitingan (Bi ngkor), Dr Maxinmus
Ongki l'i (Tandek) and Datuk Ariah Tengku Ahmad (Kawang).

Apart fromHarris, Bersekutu has nom nated Dat uk Monggoh O ow
(Tamparuli), Dr Tan Kok Sui (Senbul an), John Khoo Cheo Ping (Tanjung
Papat), Abdillah Abdul Ham d (Lahad Datu) and Datuk Askal ani Abdul Rahi m
( Sul abayan) .

Nevert hel ess, many anal ysts and observers are nore inclined to concl ude
that given the people's growi ng acceptance to the BN, the outcone of the
Sabah polls was not hard to predict. The BN definitely has an edge over PBS
and Ber sekut u.

Apart from BN, PBS and Bersekutu, three smaller parties -- Setia, Pasok
and PAS as well as 27 independents -- have al so joined the fray but
according to analysts, they are nerely maki ng up the nunbers.

VWhat ever anal ysis and assessnents by party | eaders and anal ysts, the
fate of the three main parties is in the hands of the 726,690 voters who
will head to the polling stations on Friday and Saturday to decide the
state's next | eadership.

- - BERNAMA

AM TS



	BN UPBEAT RETAINING POWER IN SABAH (Bernama 09/03/1999)

