22 JUL 1999
Mahat hi r - Kel ant an
BN WANTS TO RECAPTURE KELANTAN

KOTA BAHARU, July 22 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad announced today the m ssion of the Barisan Nasional (BN) in
Kel ant an.

Dr Mahathir, who is the BN chairman, said that the BN s mission was to
recapture Kelantan fromPAS to free the people of the sufferings they had
endur ed under the governnment |ed by PAS which had used religion for its own
i nterest.

"As such, the people of Kelantan should help thenselves by voting in
the BN (in the com ng general election),” he said at a gathering of sone
3,000 BN | eaders, here.

The gathering was the first since Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president,
handed over the | eadership of the Kelantan Umo to Tengku Razal ei gh Hanrzah
on June 20.

"On winning, we (the BN) will not do what they (PAS) did. W will be
fair and just in our admnistration as the people of Kelantan have been
suffering under PAS rule,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that Kel antan had not achi eved the | evel of progress
which it shoul d because the PAS governnent did not have the expertise to
rule the state.

He said this should not have happened as Kel antan has many capabl e
people with many of them who were professionals and busi nessnmen and hol di ng
hi gh posts in the federal government.

The state had not attained progress as it should as the people had not
voted in the right governnment, he said.

Dr Mahathir rem nded themthat God would only hel p those who help
t hensel ves.

He said that PAS and Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nk
Mat need not be cast aside but could be given appropriate roles.

"Don't vote for himbut call himwhen the last rites need to be
performed at funerals," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that they were only conpetent in the religious
aspects.

He said that if there was a war and Ni k Azi z was appoi nted general, he
could not be expected to do his job as it was not his field.

He however, in jest, said that Nik Aziz could still be a general in the
arnmy's religious corp where he would not be required to hold a weapon.

Dr Mahathir said that PAS, which ruled Kel antan since 1990, had failed
to bring devel opnent including overcomng the water crisis in the state.

The prime mnister said that PAS did not have a clear vision but only
to divide the Ml ays.

He said that the party's policies were constantly changing, |ike at one
ti me when they branded Umo nmenbers as infidels, having their own imans to
| ead prayers at nosques and praying in a different nosque in villages and
now, they differentiate between good-I| ooki ng wonen and those who were
ot herw se.

"To them they are just for the purpose of retaining power, to remain
as nenteri besar and beconming prine mnister," he said.

He said that PAS plan to auction Putrajaya was only a way to accuse
t he governnment of extravagance and instil hatred anong the people to obtain
extra votes in the election

"They are prepared to do anything for a specific target -- to secure



votes in the election,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the opposition parties were maki ng proni ses
i ncluding things they could not possibly fulfil because they believe they
woul d not be able to forma governnent after the comi ng general election

"As such, they dare nmake promni ses |ike paying pension paynment to
housew ves," he said.

He said that the BN was not prepared to nmake promi ses the party surely
could not keep but pledged to devel op the country.

The prime mnister said that Umo's objective had al so not changed
si nce independence 42 years ago which was to ensure that the country was
truly independent and progressive and that harnmony was preserved in the
multi-racial society.

Umo's struggles were in the interest of the religion, race and nation
he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that it was essential for menbers of BN conponent
parties to support candi dates chosen to be fielded in the com ng el ection
irrespective of their race or the party they represent.

He said that even the minority race in a constituency had a vital role
in ensuring the victory of the BN candi date.

The prime mnister advised all nmenbers of the BN conponent parties not
to resort to factionalismand not to differentiate between old and new
menbers, citing the readm ssion of former Parti Ml ayu Senangat 46 nenbers.

"Today, for Umo in Kelantan there is no difference between nmenbers who
are forner 46 or not," he said.

He said that it was vital for the BNto obtain a two-third majority so
that the government could inplenment programes for the benefit of the
peopl e even if they were unpopul ar
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