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BN will have to | ook into reduced victory nmargins

Lokman Mansor

BARI SAN Nasi onal (BN) has secured the nore than two-thirds majority in
Parlianment that it was aimng for, but one i ssue that needs to be
addressed in the party's post-nortemfor the 10th general elections is the
reduced margi ns by whi ch BN candi dat es had won.

Prime M nister and BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, when
asked about this at a press conference early Tuesday norning, said: "W
prom sed to get nore than two-thirds. We didn't prom se anything about the
margi n".

As the el ection results were flashed on a big screen at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre in Kual a Lunmpur that night, BN supporters and the press were
clearly taken aback by how cl ose nmany of the contests were.

Wth the exception of a handful of seats, particularly in Sabah and
Sar awak, nost of the BN candi dates sawtheir majorities reduced conpared
to the 1995 el ections, sone quite significantly.

I n Pahang, Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Razak retained his Pekan
parlianentary seat by only 241 votes agai nst his previ ous convinci ng
maj ority of 10,793 votes in the 1995 el ections.

Also in the state, Wan Mohamad Razal i Wan Mahussi n def eat ed hi s opponent
from Keadi | an, Mohd Jafri Ab Rashid, by the slimmest nmargin in the
el ections of only 5 votes. Wan Mbhamad Razali won the Cini state seat in
1995 by a mgjority of 3,191.

In Perak, Deputy International Trade and | ndustry M ni ster Datuk Kerk
Choo Ting retained his seat by a majority of 637 votes. He overwhel med his
rival in 1995 by 16, 767 votes.

Anong the state seats in Perak, BN s Ho Cheng Wang ret ai ned Pokok Assam
with amjority of 145 votes agai nst 4,828 votes previously, whilein
Sel angor, Datin Paduka Zal eha I smail kept her seat by 803 votes conpared
to her previous victory by 30,878 vot es.

In the Federal Territory, Deputy Information M nister Datuk Dr Sul ei man
Mohamed edged out his opponent Mohamad Noor Mohamad of Pas by 1,513 votes,
agai nst his previous mgjority of 18, 966.

In Perlis, Deputy Home M ni ster Datuk Aznm Khalid defeated Keadil an's
Mohd Anuar Mohd Tahir by a margin of 4,519 votes, conpared to his 1995
majority of 10,070 votes.

I n Bandar Tun Razak, Domestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Deputy M nister
Dat uk Tan Chai Ho def eat ed Keadi | an deputy president Dr Chandra Mizaffar
by a margin of 1,224, conpared with his majority of 14,735 in 1995.

"Since ny results did not reflect ny expectations, I have to go back and
do a study on why this happened. It was certainly a tough fight," Tan said
after the results were announced.

The vot e swi ng obvi ously affected both sides, and anong t he opposition
candidates it even sawthe defeat of DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang
and DAP vice president Karpal Singh in both their parlianentary and state
seats.

Al so startling were the defeat of several Cabinet nenbers, particularly
i n Kel antan and Ter engganu, whi ch were overwhel m ngly won by Pas.

Anong t hose who | ost were Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs M nister
Dat uk Seri Megat Juni d Megat Ayob, Rural Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Annuar
Musa, Second Fi nance M ni st er Datuk Mustapa Mohaned, M nister inthe Prine
M ni ster's Departnent Datuk Paduka Abdul Hami d Gt hnan, Deputy Agricul ture
M ni st er Dat uk Tengku Mahmud Mansor, Deputy Sci ence, Technol ogy and



Envi ronnent M ni ster Dat uk Abu Bakar Daud, and Deputy Entrepreneur
Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Idris Jusoh.

I n Terengganu, where Pas wi Il nowformthe state government, Menteri
Besar Tan Sri Wan Mkht ar Ahnmad was def eated by 436 votes agai nst his
previous majority of 2,571.
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