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BN wi n not deened newsworthy by foreign nedia

Tony Enmanuel
THE foreign nedia is al ready giving inordi nate enphasis to the general
el ection.

Si nce the Sabah el ection, regional papers as well as the wires have
turned their attention to Barisan Nasional's chances in nationw de
el ections due before April 2000.

This shift in enphasis is not strange or unusual - the Press woul d
al ways want to predict the outcone of social and political events and
devel oprments - but the manner in which attention was shifted begs conment.

Just weeks and days before the el ections i n Sabah, the forei gn press had
descended full force certain that the BN was headed for defeat.

They were there to witness the begi nning of the end of Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad's 17 year-| eadership.

Fail ure in Sabah woul d seal the fate of the BNin the general el ection
they sai d.

One of the main reasons for the defeat, they said, would be the forner
deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimissue, refornmasi and the
restl essness and dissatisfaction it has caused.

Day after day, there were reports alluding to this and ot her reasons
whi ch woul d deprive the coalition of victory.

But the BN s win deprived themof the drama they were expecting.

As if inretaliation, they gave scant acknow edgrment of the victory.

In Monday' s i ssue of the Asian Wall Street Journal, a story on Mhaned
Ezam Mohd Noor, Anwar's former political secretary returning fromself-

i mposed exil e nmade the front page

The Sabah el ecti on report was rel egated to page 10. Wiy t he bani shnent
to a back page after weeks of prom nence?

Coul d the reason be hidden in the fact that the reporter had m sread or
nm sj udged t he devel opnent s t here?

Intriguingly, the article states that the "Anwar affair never surfaced
as an electionissueinthis rural and fiercely parochial State. |ndeed,
it was nore down-to-earth problens such as the need for electricity, water
and housi ng that domi nated Sabahans."

Strange that this should be noted only after the el ecti ons when such
factors were deened uni nportant earlier

Duri ng the canpai gn peri od, observers who went on the ground noted the
nuances, the differences between what was needed and expected i n Sabah as
opposed to that in the peninsula, but the foreign nmedia hardly noticed
this. They were obsessed with Dr Mahat hir and Umo.

What the el ections nmeant for Sabahans was of little concern to the
foreign press.

Anong the few foreign reporters who noved anong the grassroots was the
Kual a Lumpur - based staff correspondent of the Singapore Straits Tines.

The Reuters canera crew visited the island of Banggi, a six-hour car and
boat ride fromKota Kinabal u, alnost too briefly to be of any
significance

(The news agency does however point out that it reported the BN s early
| ead at 9.03pmand not 10.55pmon Saturday, March 13, as stated by this
paper).

Still, it seems that a BNvictory is not considered as newsworthy as its
predicted | oss.

O, having stal ked the prey, was the forei gn medi a di sappoi nted t hat



t hey were deprived of the kill?

Are they not big enough to adnit that they had ni sjudged t he Sabah
situation? And to save face, they had to nove away?

I's that why they have turned their attention to the general election in
the hope that this is where the giant will fall?

Coul dn't the foreign nedia have at | east acknow edged the fact that the
peopl e of Sabah had nade their choice - rightly or wongly.

Even a grudgi ng admi ssion of this would have lent nmore credibility to
their image as inpartial and objective reporters.

I nstead, they have set up tent, this time in the peninsula, to start
their predictions and prognoses all over again.

And when they are done with us, they will nove on to nore sal aci ous and
sensati onal hunti ng ground.

But then, isn't this part of the gane?

( END)
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