13 MAR 1999
Sabah- El ecti on
BN WNS BUT WTH WEAKER KADAZANDUSUN PRESENCE

KOTA Kl NABALU, March 13 (Bernama) -- The Barisan Nasional (BN) swept
back to power in Sabah with an alnost two-thirds majority in the just-ended
ninth state election, but the victory was danpened by the defeat of Chief
M ni ster Tan Sri Bernard Donpok and with its Kadazandusun conponent parties
al nrost wi ped out.

The BN won 31 seats with Umo winning all the 24 seats but its
Kadazandusun partners Parti Denokratik Sabah (PDS), Parti Bersatu Rakyat
Sabah (PBRS) and Akar performed disastrously, winning only in two areas of
the 16 constituenci es they contested.

The two Kadazandusun areas won by BN were Ranau and Kual a Penyu in
whi ch Datuk Siringan Gubat and Datuk Wences Angang, both of PDS, survived
while their other coll eagues were set aside by voting along ethnic
sentinents.

Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Joseph Kurup (PBRS) and M ni ster of
Cul ture, Environnment and Tourism Datuk W/Ifred Bunburing (PDS) were
defeated in Bi ngkor and Tanparuli, respectively. Both were defectors from
PBS.

The Chi nese-based Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP) won three seats for BN
- the party president Datuk Yong Teck Lee retained Likas, Datuk Tham Nyip
Shen in El opura and Datuk Raynond Tan in Tanjung Papat .

Al'l 48 Bersekutu candi dates were defeated, nost of themlosing their
deposi ts.

Its acting president Datuk Harris Salleh hinmself was trounced by Yong,
who is also a former chief mnister, in the Mislimmajority Likas.

Yong won by a confortable margin of 4,962 votes after garnering 9,110
votes. Harris managed only 3,576 votes to come in third in the six-way
race.

PBS won the other 17 seats of Kadamai an, Tandek, Tanparuli, Pensiangan,
Ki ul u, Tambunan, Bingkor, Senbul an, Kundasang, Labuk, Inanam Api Api, Sri
Tanj ung, Myog, Melal ap, Matunggong and Kuanut.

PBS had predicted it would win several Mislimconstituencies and return
to power with 32 seats but it only nmanaged to capture Kuanmut, a Muslim
majority area when its deputy president Haji Mal ek Chua polled 3,286 votes
towin by a mgjority of 509 votes.

Both Pairin and Harris expressed great disappointnent over the results
and said this was not what they had expected.

Mor e di sappoi nted perhaps was Donmpok who had been extrenely confident
of retaining Myog for the BN and continue with his chief mnistership
under the rotation systemintroduced by the BN.

Donpok, who had been convinced that the Myog constituents had accepted
the thrust of the BN canpaign of bringing devel opnment, obtained only 6,482
votes as conpared to the 10,870 votes garnered by his arch-rival Datuk
C arence Bongkos Ml akun of PBS.

The Islamic party PAS lost in the six areas that it contested.

Fromthe results, the Muslimvoters strongly responded to BN chairman
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s hard canpai gni ng, asking themto back Umo
and ensure a big victory for BN

The polls ended al nost incident-free except for sone nm sunderstanding
between rival party supporters in Kuala Penyu.

A visibly disappointed Harris said the results were odd and shocki ng as
he had conme to know that the people were seeki ng change and supporting



Ber sekut u.

He clained there was a possibility of cheating in the polls and that
the party would | odge a police report over the matter

Pai rin, who was al so di sappoi nted, said the PBS struggl es were not over
yet as parlianentary el ection were due soon and that the party was
confident it would be represented at the federal |evel.

" The people gave their full support to the PBS and rejected the fornmer
PBS nenbers who had crossed over to the BN, " Pairin said of the 14 defeated
Kadazandusun BN candi dat es.
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