09 NOV 1999
Yout h- Debat e
BN YOUTH CHALLENGES OPPCSI TI ON YOUT LEADERS TO DEBATE

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 9 (Bernama) -- The Bari san Nasional Youth |eaders
today challenged their counterparts in the four opposition parties calling
t hensel ves the Alternative Front to an open debate on current issues,
especially political issues.

Bari san Nasi onal (BN) Youth | eader Datuk H shammuddi n Tun Hussein said
it was time for the young | eaders of BN to face the young | eaders in the
opposition in a debate for the future of the country and the generations to
cone.

"W hope the young | eaders of the Alternative Front will not waver over
this and will accept our challenge to a debate,"” he said after chairing the
BN Youth committee neeting at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre, here

He said the debate would cover matters relating to the race, religion
and country and the rule of |aw

H shanmuddi n said he woul d | ead the BN teamtogether with four
representatives fromthe main BN conponents -- Umo, MCA, M C and Cerakan

He al so said that today's neeting agreed to sel ect Umo Youth executive
conmittee nmenber Datuk Wan Ahrmad Farid Wan Sal | eh, MCA Yout h head Datuk Ong
Tee Kiat, MC Youth head T. Mithiah and Gerakan Youth Teng Chang Yeow for
t he debate.

Asked whet her the debate would be tel ecast |ive over television, he
said the matter had not been decided and the details would be finalised by
t he debate secretariat chaired by Umo Youth executive comm ttee nmenber
Dat uk Abdul Aziz Shei kh Fadzir itu.

Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob was reported yesterday as
saying that Umo | eaders were prepared to debate with any opposition
| eaders to uphold justice.

Meanwhi | e, in ALOR SETAR, PAS Youth | eader Mahfuz Oman said the
nmovenent's | eaders were willing to debate with the Umo | eaders on any
i ssue.

He told Bernama that PAS Youth had sought a debate with H shamuddi n,
the acting Umo Youth head, for a long tinme but had yet to receive an
official reply.

Wth Khalil's statenment, PAS Youth would follow up the matter with Umo
Youth so that the debate suggested by PAS could be held, now that Umo had
given the green light, he said.

Mahfuz said PAS was also willing to abide by the conditions stipul ated
by Khalil.

"We are prepared to hold the debate at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre,
which is also the Umo headquarters...in fact we are willing even if al
t hose present are Ummo nenbers.

"If they are prepared to debate over television, we will agree but it
must be telecast live so that the people can assess the points raised,” he
sai d.

However, the debaters nust be of the sane rank, he said, adding that if
Umo sent its president, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, then PAS woul d
al so send its president, Datuk Fadzil Noor
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