06/ 03/ 1999
BN, PBS and Bersekutu all confident of form ng next governnent

Joseph Bi ngkasan

BARI SAN Nasi onal is confident of an outright winin the March 12-13, State
election to continue to be at the hel mof the State Governnent for anot her
five years. Al so expressing confidence is Opposition Parti Bersatu Sabah.

Both sai d they coul d secure enough seats to formthe next State
Government. For the predom nantly Kadazan PBS, this neans wresti ng power
fromthe ruling coalition.

Yet another Opposition party, Barisan Rakyat Sabah Bersekutu is
confident of victory in all the 48 seats and form ng the State Gover nment
after the polls. Although relatively new, being formed in 1990, Bersekutu
is clainmng to have wi de support.

When nom nation cl osed Tuesday, these three parties fiel ded candi dates
inall the 48 seats up for grabs in this ninth el ection for State seats.

Also joining the fray are Setia (21 candi dates), Pas (six) and Pasok
(one) while 27 others are i ndependents. Coll ectively, they have paid
RM697, 000 i n deposits. Sonme of these hopefuls could | ose their deposits if
they fail to garner votes equal to at |east one-third of votes obtained by
t he wi nni ng candi dat e.

It's the BN, PBS and Bersekutu's right to claimvictory but at the end
of the day, the mandate will have to cone fromthe 726, 690 voters.

"The list is out (nanmes of candidates). Nowit is for the people to
deci de who they want," G | bert Liaw, a branch chairman of a BN conponent
party said.

State BN chairman and Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok had on t he
di ssolution of the State Legislative Assenbly said it was up to the people
to deci de which party they want to be the State Governnent.

Donmpok, who heads Parti Denokrati k Sabah, said with the BN s proven
track record, the State coalition of nine parties would get the support of
the people to stay in power. Qher BN conmponents are Umo, Liberal
Denocratic Party, Sabah Progressive Party, Angkatan Keadil an Rakyat, Parti
Ber sat u Rakyat Sabah, MCA, Gerakan and M C.

The confi dence showed by t he Sabah BN comes partly fromthe high profile
support of national BN | eaders who are nowin Sabah helping in the
canmpaigns. In fact, a big boost is also seenin the presence of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, who had just returned froma
successful D8 neeting i n Dhaka, Bangl adesh.

The presence of these national | eaders showthe | evel of inportance they
attach to Sabah. Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw
has al so been flying in and out of Sabah to | end whatever support to the
| ocal stalwarts.

Anong t he Opposition, PBS | ed by Datuk Seri Joseph Pairin Kitingan who
i s defendi ng his Tanrbunan seat, said the people's support for PBSthis
time around was stronger than in previous el ections.

"PBS will win enough seats, nore than two-thirds nmajority to forma
stabl e State Governnent," Pairin decl ared.

Anot her nmermber of the Opposition, Datuk Harris Sall eh said Bersekutu
woul d energe victorious in all the 48 seats "as t he peopl e understand our
struggle to try to bring progress to Sabah".

Even before polling, Harris had expressed confi dence of w nning in Likas
wher e he faces another forner Chief M nister Datuk Yong Teck Lee, of the
Sabah Progressive Party, another BN conponent.

Harris is sure that his party will win easily in Inanam a predoni nantly



Chi nese area where Bersekutu has a Chi nese candi date, and Kual a Penyu,
Labuk and Kuamut, which are Mislim areas.

Seeing the political devel opnment froma distance, Taipin Ukun a
busi nessman from Kanpung Nukakat an i n Tanbunan said it woul d not be
difficult for the people to deci de who and whi ch party to support.

He sai d the peopl e had seen the State nmanaged by Pairin (1985-1994),
Harris (1976-1985) and the BN CGovernnment since 1994.

"If the peopl e want conti nued progress and the State to devel op further,
there's no other choice but the BN. Voting for the Opposition will not be
inthe best interest of the people and Sabah," he sai d.

Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah strongman Cyril Yansal ang said it would be a
big m stake for the people to support the Qpposition.

He said a State constituency represented by an Oppositi on assenbl yman
woul d not get the RMb0O, 000 annual allocation fromthe State Gover nnent
for mnor projects for the people.

PDS supremne council nmenber Petrus Francis Quriting who is taking on
Pairin for the Tanbunan seat said BN was the only hope for the people to
step into the mai nstream of devel opnent.

As of yesterday, only the BN, PBS and Bersekutu had unveiled their
mani f estos for the el ection.

BN s mani festo "Buil di ng The Future Together' spells out its devel opnent
agenda with a conm t nent to nmake t he peopl e and Sabah nore conpetitive in
facing the chall enges of the next century.

PBS nani festo thened " Unite to Save Sabah' conmits the party to the
defence of Sabah's rights, abolish the rotation of the Chief Mnister's
post and fornmul ation of a new anti-hop | aw, anpbng ot hers.

Ber sekut u prom ses the peopl e of Sabah, anong others, a RMB0O fi nanci al
reward to each Sabahan aged 21 years and above as well as free education
for the next 10 years.

The peopl e of Sabah can now wei gh the pros and cons of all the argunents
and choose the | eaders who will | ead Sabah into the next mllennium

Their future and the future of their children depend on t hemnaki ng the
ri ght deci si on between conmitted | eaders and opportuni sts with narrow
interests.
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