25/ 09/ 1999

Book on Dr Mahathir as an i nventor

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - A book that reflects the Prime Mnister of the
country as the "inventor” w th nunmerous i nnovations fromel ectri cal

i ncense burner to special sized cutlery will be published by end of the
year.

Proj ect planner Ranesh Pillai of TCM Sdn Bhd sai d Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir
Mohamad had an i ntense interest ininventions and i nnovati ons and that the
book woul d capture that spirit.

"It has been a conmon thing for Dr Mahathir to cone up with ideas and
i nspire organi sations to enbark on the project.

"And he remenbers to check on their progress too," Pillai told the New
Straits Tines.

The book, titled "Flames of Vision, Waves of Inspiration of Dr Mahathir
Mohamad" however, will not include his nega projects |ike the Kuala Lunpur
International Airport, the Petronas Twi n Towers nor the Mil ti medi a Super
Corri dor.

Pillai saidthis was to let the readers see the Prine M nister as the
i nventor of sinple things as well.

The International Invention, Innovation, |Industrial Design & Technol ogy
Exhibition (Itex '99) at the M nes International Exhibition Centreis
showcasi ng sone 20 i nnovations with i deas nooted by Dr Mahathir.

The exhibits include the integrated conputer aided tjanting system and
zirconia cutter made fromcerani cs devel oped by Siri mBhd.

Meanwhi | e, the wi nners of Itex '99 I nvention and Desi gn conpetition
whi ch was conduct ed yesterday recei ved their awards today.

The World Intellectual Property Organisation (WPO Gold Medal for
Overal |l Best award this year was won by Prof essor Mohanmad Mat Sal | eh and
Muhamad Yahya of Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysi a.

They had i nvented a devi ce whi ch uses bi ol ogi cal conponents to detect
car bon nonoxi de in nitrogen gas.

The Henry Goh award for environmental design went to SamWng Peng Kuen
and Chri stopher Chan Wi Hungwith their "G eenair”, anair filteration
system devi ce.

Their al ready patented i ngenious i nvention could filter black snoke and
hazar dous gases.

It also has a | ow cost of construction, operation and mai nt enance.

Chan said the i nvention could be used in the kitchen, vehicles and even
factori es.

There were al so 26 other wi nners for 20 categories of the conpetition.

Itex '"99 will be open to the public tonorrow and ends on Sunday.
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