30/ 09/ 1999
Boost for Sepang

Randhi r Si ngh

THE Petronas Mal aysian Grand Prix on Qct 15-17 may be a private sector
initiative but the Governnent will pronote the event and encourage ticket
sal es.

Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin said in Kuala Lunpur yesterday
they will launch the National Mtorsports Week on Oct 9 to publicise the
Formul a One Grand Pri x.

"The ideais to generate interest in the Malaysian Gand Prix. It will
be an annual event to celebrate the staging of F1 in Ml aysia," said
Muhyi ddi n.

Muhyi ddin said Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will |ead a
convoy of 400 cars fromKLCC to Dataran Merdeka to mark the start of
Mot orsports Week on COct 9.

A series of events will be held during the week such as vintage car
exhi bition and go-kart conpetitions.

Muhyi ddi n sai d Petronas and Sl C are aggressive in their marketing and
have been fairly successful inticket sales but nore can be done in the
weeks ahead.

Sepang International Crcuit (SIC) general nmanager Hussin Mohamad Al
said as of yesterday, 49,000 tickets have been sol d.

"Qur capacity is 92,000. W hope to touch the figure by Cct 17," said
Hussi n.

Hussi n sai d past experience has shown that ticket sales, as for the 1998
Kual a Lunpur Coonpnweal th Ganes, tend to pick up as the event approaches.

"By the tine the event gets going, it would be a sellout. W are hoping
for the same scenario.”

Hussi n sai d 34, 000 uncovered seats rangi ng fromRvV350 to RVb0O for the
three-day event are still available. Also avail abl e are US$2, 000 (RM7, 600)
grandst and seats.

"There are sone cancel lations for the grandstand. They are not nany and
| ocal s fans can buy them™

He said hillside seats costing RML50 for one day and RM250 for three
days are available as well.

Tickets are sold at the Sepang F1 Circuit daily from9.0amto 11. Opm
i ncl udi ng Sundays. Tickets are al so avail abl e at sel ect ed Petronas Kedai
Mesra outl ets and at Kual a Lunpur International Airport in Sepang and t he
Sul tan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in Subang.

Hussi n di sm ssed suggestions that unsold tickets would be distributed
free.

"I't will not be done. It woul dbe unfair to those who have bought
tickets."

Hussin sai d preparati ons are proceedi ng wel |, including Press
accreditation.

SICwere enbroiled incontroversies inrecent nonths. First, their Chief
Operating O ficer Datuk Ahmad Bakri Shabdi n resi gned.

Then, the Proton 300km Merdeka Race on Aug 29 ended i n controversy when
t he organi sers coul d not post the results due to a conmputer glitch. A few
days |l ater, sone key staff of their Conmuni cati on Departnent resigned.

But despite these probl ens, Hussin assured that everything is on track
at the SIC
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