11/ 07/ 1999

Boost for MSC s entertai nment village

CYBERJAYA, Sat. - Cutting-edge technol ogy coupled with Malaysia's innate
beauty wi Il boost the Mul ti medi a Super Corridor's entertai nnent vill age as
a nmovi e- maki ng destination, a Hollywood i nsider said today.

"It's not difficult to do a selling job on Ml aysi a because you' ve got
so much to of fer to our industry,” the Motion Picture Association's Asia
Pacific senior vice-president Mchael V. Connors said.

"There is a remarkabl e richness of natural settings here.

"You' ve got the East Coast, beautiful pinnacle mountains around I poh
and Langkawi , Penang and Mal acca ... you could |list areas that are very
uni que and di verse, yet Ml aysian."

Connors said these | ocations were all bound by the necessary
infrastructure, an excel l ent road systemand confortabl e |iving standards
that woul d i nterest novie studios.

He al so said the entertainnent village, to include a US$60 million
(RMR28 billion) post-production studio, was being established at a perfect
ti me when the novi e-naking i ndustry was changing its methods of filmng
and delivering novies to the public.

"What we have to grapple with in a big, established, industry |ike
Hol | ywood i s how our way of producing pictures is increasingly digita
whi | e del i vering novies is increasingly being done el ectronically or via
satellite.

"Here you don't have the clutter of habits and technology that's
out dat ed

"You can start fresh and build on what is relevent and current now. "

Connors said he was i npressed wi th what he had seen and heard during the
three-day I nternational Advisory Panel neeting and woul d pronote the
entertai nment village's concept and potential to Hol | ywood st udi os.

The Mdtion Picture Association groups sone of the biggest novie studios
in the world.

They include Wl t Di sney, Fox, Universal, Paranount, \Warner Brothers and
MEGV whi ch del i ver products for cinemas, video and tel evision.

Al though filmng outside the United States is nothing newto the
studi os, they have increasingly been farm ng out post-production work,
such as the addition of special effects, overseas.

One not abl e area of growth is Australia, where Fox set up a studio in
1998 and where director CGeorge Lucas has reportedly agreed to filmthe
next two epi sodes of the "Star Wars" saga.

When asked how Mal aysia's entertai nnent village could conpete with such
destinations, Connors said that besides the availability of high-tech
infrastructure and | ocal es, Ml aysi a al so had a di verse pool of |oca
tal ent.

"You can get actors and actresses fromthe country.

"M chel | e Yeoh (who made her Hol | ywood debut in the James Bond flick
"Tormorrow Never Dies") certainly hit the world by storm and |' msure
there are a | ot of other Mchelle Yeohs and naybe a few P. Ranl ees and who
knows what el se here."

Connors also cited Malaysia's rich human resources with its diverse
ethnicity and i ncreasingly national experience with thousands of students
goi ng abroad to study overseas.

"You' ve got a hybrid experience here, a creative mxture with enornous
potential for entertai nment."



Connors added that during his one-on-one neeting with Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad t oday, he had promised to be a
"sal esperson” for the entertai nment vill age.
( END)
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