01/01/1999

Bouquet fromPMto Armed Forces

ALOR STAR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today prai sed the Arned
Forces for its professionalismand support of the Governnment during this
trying period.

Dr Mahathir said the Armed Forces had shown their true professionalism
by staying neutral.

"We don't see such disciplined security forces in sonme other countries,”
he said, adding that in those countries, the Armed Forces t ook si des,

t hereby causing tension.

"If the Armed Forces took sides, they will not be able to discharge
their duties, and that woul d create havoc and weaken the country.

"Consequently, foreign powers will recol oni se us and destroy our
i ndependence," Dr Mahathir said before breaking fast with the 6th Bri gade
Royal Mal ay Regi nent personnel at KemTok Jal ai, about 12kmfromhere.

Al so present were his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali and
Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid.

Dr Mahat hir expl ai ned how foreign el ements tried to recol onise the
country by devaluing the ringgit, attacki ng the econony and interfering
inthe country's internal affairs.

He said the presence of a foreign | eader in Mal aysia to show support for
the reformati on novenent and by cal ling the denonstrators "brave" was an
exanpl e of foreign interference.

He said these foreign el enents hoped riots woul d break out and topple
t he Governnent, so they could replace it with | eaders who woul d do their
bi ddi ng.

"They want to have a " puppet CGovernnent'", he added.

Dr Mahat hir al so described how certain quarters, who were used by
foreign elenents, instigated and pai d peopl e to denonstrate agai nst the
Governnent and create an i npression that the country was in chaos.

Dr Mahathir said he was thankful to the Arned Forces for their role in
protecting the country fromthese el ements. He al so prai sed t he Arned
Forces for their record on international m ssions.

"I recently received aletter fromBosni an President Alijah |zetvegovic
t hanki ng our Armed Forces for their contribution to his country. He still
remenbers their contribution.”

Earlier, at their home in Titi Gajah, Dr Siti Hasnmah presented Bakti's
financial aid of RML2,000 to orphans and poor students in the Kubang Pasu
Par | i ament ary constituency.

Kubang Pasu district officer Farouk | brahi mreceived the aid on behal f
of the students.

( END)



	Bouquet from PM to Armed Forces (NST 01/01/1999)

