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Br eat ht aki ng shows for Lima visitors

Kang Si ew Li

VISITORSto this year's Langkawi | nternational Maritinme and Aerospace
Exhi bition (Lima'99) are prom sed a breatht aki ng experi ence as they will
be entertained by sone of the world' s best aerobatic performers.

The organiser of Lima "99 - Le Proton Lima Sdn Bhd - is expected to
bring for the first tine a Harrier junp-jet, along with worl d-renowned
aerobatic teans such as the UK s Red Arrows, the Netherland' s MAT and t he
Australian Roullete to the show

"We are still trying to get the Russian Knights to performat the show.
But the negotiation is on a governnent-to-governnent |evel," Le Proton
executi ve chai rman Dat uk Mohamad Radzi Manan tol d a news conference in
Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

He said the uncertainty of the participation of the Russian Knights in
Li ma ' 99 remai ns hi gh because the cost of bringing themover fromRussia
can easily ampunt to US$1.6 million (US$1 = RMB. 80).

Lima '99 i s schedul ed to commence i n Langkawi from Novenber 30 to
Decenber 5. Le Proton is organi sing the biennial showfor the fifthtine
since 1991.

As in past Linma exhibitions, Mhamad Radzi said, Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad is expected to officiate at the opening of Lima
"99, which will also feature a conference thenmed "Charting The Course
Towar ds A New Aerospace M || enni unt'.

To be hel d on Decenber 1 and 2, the conference is co-organised by Le
Proton and the Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute.

"So far, about 600 conpanies from42 countries have confirmed their
participationinthe aerospace exhibition, which sees the addition of four
new count ri es nanel y Romani a, Ukrai ne, Norway and Tat ar st an, " Mohamad
Radzi sai d.

"However, we are not stopping just yet. We are targeting participation
of at least 700 conpanies,” he added.

About 650 conpanies from38 countries participated in Lim '97.

Goi ng by the response so far, Mdhanmad Radzi said he expects sone 100
aircraft fromvarious countries will be taking part in the show

"One thingis for sure, this year's exhibitionw |l definitely be bigger
than Lima ' 97 where only 85 aircraft took part."

He also said Lima "99 is different fromprevious Limas in that there

wi |l be nore Mal aysi an conpanies directly or indirectly related to the
aer ospace business participating in the show.

"Looki ng at the nunber of Ml aysi an conmpani es that have al ready si gned
up for the exhibition, |ocal participation has grown by as nmuch as 50 per
cent this time conpared with Linma '97. So far, about 50 | ocal conpanies
have confirned their participation, of which 35 are directly involved in
aer ospace technol ogy, " he added.

Mohamad Radzi sai d al though the nunber of foreign conpanies
participating in the showhas not dropped, "sone are requesting for

smal | er booth space".

"But it depends on the countries' internal situation. For instance,

t here has been a marked i nprovenent in the participation of conpanies from
the UK, France and Italy.

On the nunber of trade del egates that will be attendi ng the show,
Mohamad Radzi said: "W are inviting a total of 165 del egates from35
countries this year, and they are nmainly fromthe Asean region."



Atotal of 171 del egates from28 countries attended Lima ' 97.
At the sane tine, Mhanmad Radzi said, Le Proton is making efforts to
attract nine associ ati ons of aerospace small- and medi umsi zed enterprises
fromthe UK, France, Italy and Canada to exchange i deas and experi ence.
Meanwhi | e, Mohanmad Radzi said | ess agreenents, contracts and deal s are
expected to be concluded in this year's Lima conpared with Lima ' 97, due
to the current econom c situation.
In Lima '97, less than 10 agreenents, contracts and deal s were
concl uded, which anmunted sonme US$2.7 billion.
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