02/ 10/ 1999
Bri dgi ng communi cati on gap w t h under graduat es

Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The MCA today resol ved to bridge the comuni cation
gap between under graduat es and the country's | eadership, inthe light of
student participation in recent denonstrations

It outlined steps to be taken to "constructively engage" students in
current issues, anong ot hers, dial ogues, annual canps, inter-varsity
debat es and f oruns.

Thus far, dial ogues and di scussi ons have been hel d bet ween
under graduates and Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and
several Cabinet M nisters.

These di al ogues have been described as successful ininstilling
patrioti smanong students, and hel pi ng thembetter understand the current
devel opnent s.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said its Youth wi ng woul d be
organising the activities as "it takes youths to talk to youths".

"This is a formof constructive engagenent.

"It has to be carried out as there exists m sgui ded yout hs who
participate in denmonstrations and danage public property.

"The nunmbers, however, are small ... only one per cent of the total
nunber of students.

"The majority of students take their studies seriously and do not waste
their parents' nobney.

"Nevert hel ess, constant di al ogues nust be held to ensure there is
conti nuous communi cation,” Dr Ling, whois also Transport Mnister, told
reporters after chairing a nmeeti ng between MCA and its Youth wing at his
Mnistry.

On preparations for the general election, Dr Ling said the party
machi nery was ready.

He said it was prepared to "spring into action evenif the electionis
in one week's tine"

"The operation roons are ready, the cars are ready, and the drivers have
all been listed down, anong others."

On the neeting with the Youth novenent today, Dr Ling saidit was to
exchange vi ews on several current issues.

"Such meetings will be held once in three nonths.”

Anong topi cs di scussed, he said, were plans for the coming mllennium

"MCA wi Il launch several progranmmes in the com ng century.

"They include the establishnment of training centres nationw de to
educat e menbers on the party's history and devel oprent s.

"W want quality nenbers and believe such centres will hel p us produce
them" he said.

He added the centres woul d be set up in, anbng ot hers, Kanpar, Karak,
Langkawi and Tasi k Kenyir.

O her progranmes incl uded the di ssenination of information regarding e-
comrerce, and sem nars by well-known foreign and | ocal speakers and
phi | osophi cal thinkers.

He said the i ssue of bank nergers was al so di scussed but "at this point,
we do not want to specul ate on anything".

Meanwhi | e, Wanita MCA national chairnman Datuk Ng Yen Yen, at a Press
conference in Wsnma MCA, said a charity sale for the Wanita MCA Soci a
Devel opment Fund woul d be held on Cct 9.
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