15 AUG 1999
Abdul | ah- Sci enti sts
BRI NG REAL COWVM TMENT AND PASSI ON TO WORK, MALAYSI AN SCI ENTI STS TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 15 (Bernama) -- Ml aysi an scientists and
technol ogi sts have to be conpetitive on the global stage in order to nmake
Mal aysi a part of the global innovation process, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said tonight.

He said they have to bring real commitnment and passion to their work.

"I'n asking for conmtnment and passion, we are not asking for the
i nppossi ble. Wthout an outstanding | evel of conmtnment and passion, one
cannot be ranked anmong the top performers in any field of human endeavour, "
he said at the annual dinner of the Acadeny of Science Ml aysia here.

Abdul | ah said therefore conm tnment and passi on shoul d be even demanded
frompractitioners of science and technol ogy.

He said studies on international devel opnent have shown that the gap
between the rich and the poor countries had been w deni ng.

"I'f we think of this gap as a wealth gap, nothing can be done, because
t he weal thy having noney to invest will beconme nore wealthy. The poor
having nothing to invest will get poorer. The truth is that the w dening
gap is fundanentally a gap in innovative ability and this is sonething we
can and nust address," he said.

Abdul | ah said Mal aysia had a strong basis for enbracing a
know edge- based econony and | ocated in one of the major trading cross-roads
of the world.

The average Mal aysi an who was culturally tol erant, open-ninded and
qui ck to adapt to technol ogi cal change is one of Ml aysia's great nationa
strength, he said, adding that the country al so has well-established system
of research institutions and a rapidly-grow ng university system

"Among our shortcomng is perhaps the tendency to picture ourselves
only as supporting actors on the world stage. The idea of playing major
roles tends to frightens rather than inspire the average Ml aysian," he
sai d.

Abdul | ah sai d sending students to study abroad had been useful but too
passi ve and active roles need to be taken to speed up the opening of the
intellectual and scientific horizons.

He said international collaboration was one of the major avenues that
could be used and the secondnent of Mal aysian scientist to the technica
agencies of the United Nation could be expanded and extended to younger
scienti st.

Abdul | ah said that in setting the nobel prize, as challenged by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad for scientific conmunity to produce
a Mal aysi an Nobel Laureate by 2020, Ml aysi a has accepted the universa
nmeasure of scientific perfornmance as our own.

"The acceptance of the universal neasure makes it necessary for us to
focus on what is needed to bring our science up to standard. Many things
may have to be upgraded,” he said.

He said the national Science, Engineering and Technology (S.E T) policy
revi ew undertaken by the acadeny would further address the policy issues
and inplaction pertaining to achieving a cultural of excellence which is
fundmental in pushing SET devel opment in Ml aysi a.

Abdul | ah al so urged the acadeny to help the Education Mnistry to
prepare a dynami c school curriculumto attract nore students and eventual |y
prepare themto take up science and technol ogy, currently offered by many
universities in the country.



During the function, the Deputy Prinme Mnister |aunched the Ml aysi an
R&D Progranme in the Antartica which is to be inplenmented in Cctober this
year.

Toni ght, four senior fellows were elected and entitled to be called
acedem ci an, based on their outstanding contribution and achi evenent in the
areas of SET for the benefit of the nation and manki nd.

They are acadenicians Tan Sri Dr Ormar Abdul Rahman, Datuk Ir. Lee Yee
Cheong, Dr M K. Rajakumar and Tan Sri Dr Augustine S.H Ong.

Acadeny of Sains Mal aysia Presiden Dr Omar, in his speech, said the
acadeny this year elected 10 new fell ows bringing the nunber of fell ows of
t he acadeny to 77.
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