05 AUG 1999

BN S Sl LVER JUBI LEE CELEBRATI ONS NOT FOR ELECTI ON PURPCSE

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 5 (Bernama) -- The Barisan Nasional's silver jubilee
celebration this year is to conmenorate the 25th anniversary of its
est abl i shnent and has nothing to do with the general election, Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi said today.

He said it was just a coincidence that the cel ebration was being held
at a tinme when the people we busy tal king about the next general election

"We cannot cel ebrate earlier even if we had wanted to because the BN
only turned 25 on June 1 and as we had decided to cel ebrate we have to make
the preparations,” he told reporters after chairing the inaugural neeting
of the BN 25th anniversary cel ebration conmittee, here.

He was responding to a question whether the silver jubilee celebration
was being held to show the BN s strength because the general election is
around the corner.

He said Prine Mnister and BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
woul d decide on the date of the celebration and it woul d be hel d nati onw de
as the BN had nenbers in every state.

He said the cel ebration, including neetings anong BN conponent party
| eaders, their nenbers and the people, was inportant because BN was the
only political party that could bring about change in the country.

It was hoped that with the celebration the young generati on woul d
understand the idea and phil osophy of the coalition which had succeeded in
bri ngi ng about change and devel opnent in the country and in uniting the
peopl e through tol erance and nutual respect.

He said seven sub-conmttees had been set up for the cel ebration and
today' s neeting discussed the theme, |ogo and venue for the |launch here.

- - BERNAMA

ARA JK



	BN'S SILVER JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS NOT FOR ELECTION PURPOSE (Bernama 05/08/1999)

