23 MAY 1999
Cuepacs- Housi ng
BU LD LOW COST HOUSES AT PUTRAJAYA, CUEPACS URGES GOVT

| POH, May 23 (Bernama) -- Cuepacs, the country's |argest public service
enpl oyees uni on, has asked the governnment to build | ow cost houses at the
new federal administrative capital in Putrajaya to cater for the large
nunber of civil servants noving there from June onwards.

In making the call, its president Siva Subramani am sai d devel opers were
focusing on building only medi um and hi gh-cost houses in areas surrounding
Put raj aya about 50km from Kual a Lunpur.

As the bulk of the civil service conprised workers in the support group
who could ill afford such honmes, the shift to Putrajaya would be a
financial burden on them he told a press conference today.

Siva said that he had brought the matter up with Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

According to Siva, the prine nmnister's response was encour agi ng.

"I am sure sonething positive will be done soon,"” said Siva after the
| aunchi ng of Taman Bercham Raya by Perak Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ranmli Ngah
Talib here.

Prior to the [aunching of the | ow cost housing project, the state
gover nment, Cuepacs and Zaman Tel adan Sdn Bhd, the devel oper and subsidiary
of the Enkay G oup of Conpanies, signed a nmenorandum of understandi ng
(M) .

Siva said he had al so brought up the matter with Chief Secretary to the
Government Tan Sri Halim Ali who prom sed serious consideration

Earlier, Rami said Perak woul d exceed its target of building 17,200
| owcost units under the Seventh Ml aysian Plan, thanks to a state
government "crash programme” which has seen 8,000 units al ready conpl eted
and 10,000 nore due for conpletion by the end of next year

The programme expedited approvals for | ow cost housing projects in line
with the enphasis on stinulating the vital housing and construction sector
as part of national econom c recovery efforts.

For exanple, Ramli said, work on Taman Bercham Raya woul d start next
week, just five weeks after the devel oper obtai ned state approval and
during which tinme it also conpleted site preparations and put up a nodel
house.

Enkay' s executive chairman Datuk Mistapha Kamal said that under the MOU
priority would be given to eligible civil servants to buy a portion of the
1,439 | ow cost housi ng schenes the conmpany woul d develop in three areas in
Perak namely Tanman Ber cham Raya, Taman Bercham Jaya and Taman U u Kinta
Jaya.

The conpany recei ved al toget her 2,037 applications, including 702 from
civil servants, for the | owcost units.

As for Taman Bercham Raya, the first of the three projects, he said 746
units costing RVB2,000 each would be built.

The conpany al so provided a one-stop centre at the site for successfu
applicants to seek end-financing for up to 95 per cent provided by
Ar ab- Mal aysi an Bank and Mal ayan Banki ng Bhd.

For a |l oan of RMB1,350 (which is 95 per cent of RMB3,000) on which nine
per cent interest is charged and repayable over 25 years, the nonthly
repaynent is RvVR58.
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