05 NOV 1999

Mahat hi r- Archi t ect

BUI LDI NG DESI GNS MUST TAKE | NTO ACCOUNT EQUI PMENT TO BE | NSTALLED, SAYS
PM

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 5 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad said today that | ocal architects shoul d design buil dings taking
i nto account equi pnent which will be installed when the buildings are

occupi ed.
He said that even though |ocal architects had successfully designed
uni que buildings in the country, the design of sone buildings still did not

take into account equi pnment that would be installed |ater

"I am not happy as the design of many buil dings have yet to take into
account equiprment to be installed like air conditioning units...still seen
attached at wi ndows, sonetinmes in a row outside, making beautiful buildings
| ess beautiful,” he said when | aunching the book "KLIA Gateway to
Mal aysia", at the Prime Mnister's Departnent, here.

Dr Mahathir also criticised some nulti-storey residential unit
occupants who dry out their clothes at the wi ndow sill, making such ugly
sights.

"As such, such matters should be given attention by
architects...whether we design buildings taking into account equipnent to
be installed or we adapt the equi prent according to the design of the
bui | di ngs," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so touched on the construction of buildings in the
country since independence.

There was a standard design for government office buildings, he said.

"When we achi eved i ndependence, we were poor. In such a situation, we
can only build government office buildings in a simlar design, |ike packs
of cigarettes...and the buildings are still in existence,” he said.

The prime mnister said that with the increase in the country's revenue
and the country could be successfully devel oped, the governnent had
constructed buildings to neet the specific needs of the various departnents
or mnistries.

"As such, we now no | onger have standard buil dings. Each building is
specifically for a certain mnistry so that it is distinctive,"” he said.

He congratul ated architects in the country and the Ml aysian Architects
Associ ation (PAM for having successfully designed uni que buildings Iike
t he Putrajaya government offices conplex.

At the function, Dr Mahathir was presented the President's Award by PAM
presi dent Prof Datuk Parid Wardi

Parid said that the prine mnister was the first recipient of the
award, presented in appreciation of his contributions and commitnent to the
devel opnent of the field of architecture in the country.

The 150-page pictorial on the Kuala Lunpur International Airport in
Sepang is published by Architectural Sign Network Sdn Bhd. Each copy, in
hard cover, costs RM250.
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