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Feature- Orang Asli
BUKI T LANJAN LAND ACQUI SI TI ON SETS NEW STANDARD FOR ORANG ASLI

By: G k Rashi dah Abd Ghan

KUALA LUMPUR: Acquisition of |land by the government for devel opnment is
often met by conplaints by |and owners but not the Orang Asli of the Teruan
tribe in Bukit Lanjan, near here.

The reason may lie with the attractive settlenent package offered by
t he Sel angor state government when their |and was acquired for devel opnent.
It may in fact been seen as a new standard in conpensation for Orang Asl
I and.

The package conprises cash, nodern housing, construction skills
training for Orang Asli youths, an education trust fund for their children
and ot her anenities.

The package guarantees a bright future for the Orang Asli comunity,
not only for now, but also for generations to come. They will enjoy a nore
confortable life with the trappi ngs of nodernisation to spark off a
paradigm shift in their lives.

Fol | owi ng negoti ations for the | and acquisition, a package was
finalised through a Menorandum of Under st andi ng endorsed by the Sel angor
state governnment on Nov 28, 1996.

The pact involved three parties: the devel oper, Saujana Triangle Sdn
Bhd (a nenber of the Enkay G oup of Conpanies), the Village Devel opnent and
Security Commttee (JKKK) and Custons and Practices Board, representing the
Bukit Lanjan Orang Asli conmmunity and the Orang Asli Affairs Departnent
(JHEQA) .

Under the agreenent, the Selangor government allocated 256.44ha of |and
to Saujana Triangle for m xed devel opnent with certain conditions to
benefit the Bukit Lanjan Orang Asli conmmunity.

They included an investnment of RW5,000 per famly in Amanah Saham
Bum putera (ASB), living allowance, resettl enent expenses, conpensation for
cultivated crops, relocation of graves and allocation for the managenent of
the JKKK and Custons and Practices Board.

The devel oper would al so build for each of the 147 Orang Asli head of
famly in Bukit Lanjan a single-storey bungalowin a resettlenent area
covering 18ha in Bukit Lanjan.

The construction of the bungal ows, with four to five roons each, began
in April and is due for conpletion at the end of next year

This is the first time that the Termuan tribe is able to own property
i ndi vidual l'y.

They woul d al so be allocated 140 two-storey terrace houses in Sunga
Bul oh for themto let out to earn an inconme. Another 130 units of flats
woul d be given to bachel ors.

A fund, with an initial allocation of RV00, 000, had been set up for
the Orang Asli youth construction skills training progranme. An RMB million
fund had al so been established for the education of Bukit Lanjan Orang Asl
chil dren.

I smael Chat, the "Batin" (headman) and chairman of the Bukit Lanjan
Orang Asli JKKK, said that he and his people were grateful with the
conpensati on which included a house.

"I'n the beginning we did not understand but now we know that the |and
acquisition was for devel opment and we are satisfied with the settlement,”
he said.

The Bukit Lanjan Orang Asli are now undergoi ng a change, taking up jobs
as office cleaners, plant nursery and restaurant workers anong others, he



sai d.

Bef ore, they gathered forest produce, caught fish and cultivated crops
in a 0.4ha (one acre) plot per famly earning about RV00O a nonth.

"So far, we are satisfied with what has happened,” he said.

Prior to the I and acquistion, the Bukit Lanjan Orang Asli settl enment
was made up of three villages -- Kampung U ung (six ha), Kanmpung Luar
(20-24ha) and Kampung Dal am (32-36ha). The area bei ng devel oped currently
i s Kanpung U ung.

Currently, the first batch of 16 Orang Asli youngsters are undergoi ng
trai ni ng conducted by the Construction |Industry Devel opment Board through
its training organ, Akadem Binaan Ml aysia (Sel angor) Sdn Bhd.

Sauj ana Triangl e Corporate Affairs CGeneral Mnager Abdullah Latiff said
this was the first time that Orang Asli youths were receiving training in
the construction industry. This idea was nooted by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad with an aimof giving themskills required in the
construction industry.

This sort of training based on skills would enable themto get jobs in
the construction industry, beconme contractors or entreprenersus while
rai sing their soci o-econom ¢ standard and creating a paradigmshift in the
conmuni ty.

They were al so receiving on-the-job training with building contractors
and when they qualify fromthe programme they would work for projects
undertaken by the Enkay G oup of Conpanies.

Abdul | ah said they were al so given the opportunity to build their own
bungal ows by doing the bricklaying, plastering and fixing tiles, anong
ot hers.

A trainee, Norazman Jamalin, 18, said he hoped that the training would
enable himto get a job in the construction sector where he could earn a
hi gh i ncome to support his famly

Anot her yout h, Azman Hamadan, 18, said that he woul d encourage his
friends to enrol for the training progranme.

"If possible, I would like to start nmy own busi ness soneday to show
that an Orang Asli can also make it," he said. -- Bernama
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