18/ 03/ 1999

Cabi net: Cybercafes not subjected to restrictions

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - In line with the Governnent's prom se to avoid
censorship of the Internet, the Cabi net has decided that cybercafes wll
not be subject to any restrictions other than the normal rul es applicable
to restaurants.

Housi ng and Local CGovernnent M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said today
that the Cabi net had decided this | ast week after considering negative
reaction frominvestors about restrictions on the information technol ogy
i ndustry.

"The Mal aysi an Governnent has prom sed that it will not control or
restrict the activities of the IT industry, including the use of the
Internet," he told reporters before his Mnistry's post-Cabi net neeting.

The Cabi net's deci sion, which took effect innmediately, would nean an end
to the steps taken by local authorities to control cybercafes, including
requiring custonmers to fill in a register.

Ting said these initial nmeasures were taken after concerned parties had
urged the Governnment to control cybercafes because of the easy
avail ability of pornography on the Internet.

As a result, in Decenber |ast year, cybercafes were required to register
their custoners or risk losing their pernmits. The register nmust contain
details of a custoner's nane, identity card nunber and hone address. Ting
said it was now up to parents to nonitor their children's activities and
if the Internet was used to spread defamation, this would be countered by
reasoned argunents.

He said this decision would be conveyed to |ocal authorities
i medi atel y.

In the Bill of Guarantees for the Multimedi a Super Corridor, the
Gover nnent had agreed not to i npose, anpbng others, any censorship or
i censing of Internet usage.

Yesterday, Miltinedia Devel opnent Corporation executive chairman Tan Sri
Dr G hman Yeop Abdul | ah had said that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad had given the directive to renove restrictions on
cybercafes after he heard the concerns of MSC conpani es.

However, O hman had said that if any unlawful material was downl oaded
and di ssem nated, the person would be subjected to existing | aws.

Earlier, before Ting' s Press conference, the Mal aysian Fire Protection
Associ ati on president Tay Hao G ang briefed reporters about the
associ ation's Qutstanding Fire Protection |Industry Award.

The award, to be |l aunched by Ting tonorrow, was ai ned at raising
standards in the fire protection industry and to recogni se the
achi evenents of the industry.

It is opened to installers of fire protection systenms and manufacturers
of the systenms. There is also an award for high quality equipnent.
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