10/ 12/ 1999
Cabi net to be known today (HL)

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who | ed the Barisan
Nasi onal to a two-thirds majority in the recent general election, wll
nane his Cabinet |ine-up tonorrow.

The Prime M nister will nake the announcenent, which cones 11 days after
t he concl usion of the Nov 29 polls, after an audi ence with Yang di-Pertuan
Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah at |stana Negara in the norning.

According to a Press statenent rel eased by the Prime Mnister's office
today, Dr Mahathir, who is al so Bari san Nasional chairman, is scheduled to
hold a Press conference at his office in Putrajaya at 4pm

The presentati on of appointnent |etters and swearing-in of the new
menbers of the Cabinet has been fixed for Tuesday.

Umo, which forns the backbone of the BN, is expected to be given 16
M ni ster posts followed by the MCA (four), PBB (three), Gerakan, MC,
SUPP, PBDS and Upko (one each).

In the general election, the BN won 148 parlianentary seats while the
Opposi tion secured the renmai ni ng 45.

There is a possibility that ninistries would be nmerged and new ones
created. Al so expected are the swappi ng of Cabinet portfolios anpbng
several incunbents.

The Prime M nister began neeting BN conponent party and State | eaders
| ast Monday. Party | eaders also subnitted their nom nations to Dr Mahathir
to enable himto make the final decision.

Several deputy ministers, former State | eaders and former mnisters are
said to be in the running for the seven vacant Cabi net positions.

They i nclude Kel antan Umo |iai son chief Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah (CGua
Musang MP), Tan Sri Bernard Donpok (Ki nabalu MP), Datuk Salleh Tun Said
(Kota Belud MP), former Perlis Menteri Besar Tan Sri Abdul Hanmi d Pawant eh
(Kangar MP), former Malacca Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar |snin
(Jasin MP), forner Perak Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib (Pasir
Sal ak MP), Datuk Rais Yatim (Jel ebu MP) and Dat uk Napsi ah Orar (Kual a
Pilah MP).

Four mnisters were defeated in the general election while three others
did not seek re-election.

Those who | ost were Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnment Datuk Dr
Abdul Hami d O hman, Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs M nister Datuk
Seri Megat Junid Megat Ayob, Second Fi nance M nister and Entrepreneur
Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Miustapa Mhamed and Rural Devel opment M nister
Dat uk Annuar Misa.

Dat uk Li m Ah Lek (Human Resources), Datuk Abang Abu Bakar Muistapha
(Defence) and Datuk Tajol Rosli Ghazali (Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's
Departrent) did not seek re-el ection.

Taj ol Rosli contested and won the Kenering State seat in Perak and has
been appoi nted Menteri Besar.

Deputy Educati on M nister Datuk Fong Chan Onn is expected to be nade a
full mnister to replace Ah Lek at the Human Resources Mnistry.

From Sarawak, Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu's Datuk Dr Leo M chael
Toyad is likely to be pronoted to full mnister.

A mnister or deputy mnister could also cone from Terengganu despite
the defeat of all BN MPs who contested in the State.

The job could go to Deputy Entrepreneur Devel opnment M nister Datuk ldris
Jusoh, who will first have to be nade a Senator.



There are al so 11 vacancies for the posts of deputy ministers.

Four who lost in the elections were Datuk Paduka IbrahimAli (PMs
Departnent), Datuk Dr |brahi mSaad (Transport), Datuk Abu Bakar Daud
(Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnent), Datuk Dr Tengku Mahnmud Tengku
Mansor (Agriculture).

Four who did not contest were Datuk Wng See Wah (Fi nance), Datuk Dr
Affifuddin Orar (Human Resources), Dr Goh Cheng Tei k (Land and Cooperative
Devel opnent) and Datuk Teng Gai k Kwan (Culture, Arts and Tourism.

Three others who did not seek reelection as they contested State seats
wer e Datuk Fauzi Abdul Rahman (PM s Departnent), Datuk Mohd Ali Rustam
(Heal th) and Datuk Idris Jusoh (Entrepreneur Devel oprnent).

(END)



	Cabinet to be known today (HL) (NST 10/12/1999)

