17 MAR 1999
Ling-Circuit
CABI NET WANTS FI CIRCU T TO BE LI GHTED UP FOR NI GHT RACI NGS

KUALA LUMPUR, March 17 (Bernama) -- The new Sepang F1 Grcuit will be
lighted up to cater for night racings and other events as a way to fully
utilise it, Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said today.

He said that the Cabinet today decided that steps be taken to light up
the RM86 million circuit, touted to be the best in the world.

"They cannot have one race a year and then leave it lying like that. It
must have a lot of other things,"” he told reporters before chairing his
m ni stry's post-cabi net neeting, here.

Dr Ling said the beautiful circuit could be used for other purposes
i ke parades and night-time racing, simlar to the Shah Alam Racing circuit
at Batu Tiga which is equipped with Iightings.

Dr Ling said he believed that Ml aysia Airports Berhad (MAB) whi ch owns
the circuit would have to study ways to fully utilise the 5.542-kmcircuit.

On the cost of lightings, Dr Ling said he would |leave it to Mal aysia
Airports.

Built on 260 hectares of a former palmoil estate, the circuit,
conpl eted in Decenber |ast year, was officially opened by Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad on March 9.

The circuit will host the Wrld G and Prix Mtorcycle Chanpi onship's
opening leg on April 18 and the Fornula One on Cct 17.

On the role of MAS and MAB in pronoting the Kuala Lunpur Internationa
Airport (KLIA) in Sepang, he said both agencies have an inportant rol e of
runni ng and pronoting the airport.

"...the two organisations work very closely together, and they have to
wor k and cooperate very closely if they are going to succeed in making KLI A
a very inportant hub,"” he said.

On the performance of KLIA he said it was inproving in terns of
services but needs to inprove in aspects |ike reducing the nunber of | ost
bags.

The ratio of lost bags in KLIA is 25 per 10,000 bags per day, conpared
to ei ght bags per 10,000 per day, by world standard.

"KLI A keeps on inproving. But you cannot think of being conplacent and
rel axi ng...25 per 10,000 per day, this still needs to be brought down," he
sai d.

On cargo clearance at KLIA, Dr Ling said the service was getting nore
efficient under the conputerised system

"I have been tal king, for exanple, to the Ml aysi an- Areri can
el ectronics industry which is a big user. They commended us in terns of
security and integrity. It is nmuch better than Subang (Sultan Abdul Aziz
Shah Airport)," he said.
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