04/ 12/ 1999
Call for non-interference policy

Ham sah Ham d

MALAYSI A wants foreign enbassi es and hi gh conmi ssions in the country to
observe a non-interference policy with regards to |local politics rather
than taking a confrontational approach

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said Wsma Putra will not
go beyond rem nding rel evant enbassies not to interfere in the country's
domestic politics.

"In country to country rel ations, what we do is that we make statenent,
we give warning. That is already sufficient," he told a news conference
after opening a semnar on "The Criteria For A Country Based On Islamc
Principles" in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Syed Hami d said this when asked about Wsnma Putra's nove on the
al l egation that foreign enbassies gave financial assistance to the
opposition in the just concluded general el ections.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Moharmad had earlier said that if
it is proven that such a thing occurred, it showed foreign interference in
the internal affairs of Ml aysia.

However, he said currently there is no lawto prevent political parties
fromreceiving foreign assistance.

A few days after the nonination day, am d canpai gns by the politica
parties to garner the voters support, a Malay newspaper had front-paged
Umo Yout h exco nmenber Abdul Azi m Zabi di revealing attenpts by severa
enbassi es and hi gh conmi ssions to fund the opposition parties and non-
governnental organi sations for the general el ections.

Abdul Azimsaid senior officials fromthe Canadian, British and
Australian H gh Comi ssions, and the US Enbassy had been "active" in
meeting politicians and attendi ng ceramah and press conferences hel d by
t he opposition.

Several |eaders fromBari san Nasi onal component parties objected the
forei gn enbassi es’ noves and called on the Governnent to take action if
the case is proven

Deputy Home M nister Datuk Azm Khalid later said that initial feedback
fromthe nonitoring done by the Governnent, indicated sone truth to the
cl ai ms.

He said that the Governnent could ask any foreigner to leave if there is
evi dence of breach of ethics in relations between countries. The Canadi an,
Australian and British high conm ssions, and the US Enbassy have denied
the al |l egati ons.

On anot her devel opnent, Syed Ham d urged the Mal ays not to consider Pas
as an alternative to Umo.

Syed Hami d, who is an Umo Suprene Council nenber, feared that the worst
woul d happen if the Mal ays started to see Pas as an alternative to Umo.

"W (the Mal ays) shoul d know about the consequences. Pas is not an
alternative ... we should never allow it to happen," he said.
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