12/ 10/ 1999
Call for new attitude towards AIDS victins

Bhavani Krishna |lyer

A CHANGE of attitude anong the public will play a pivotal role in
providing H V/AIDS victins a better place in the society, Kuala |unpur
Dat uk Bandar Tan Sri Kamaruzzaman Shariff said.

Hurran i mmunodefi ci ency virus or H'V and Acquired | nmune Deficiency
Syndrone or AIDS victinms had the right to |live and they deserved as nuch
respect as any other ordinary citizen, added Kamaruzzaman.

Opening the "Positive Lives" Exhibition at Galeri Petronas, KLCC
recently, Kamaruzzanman said behind every HV/AIDS victimwas a sad story.

"These stories have been captured by renowned phot ographers for
exhibition and it is my sincere hope that the exhibition will create an
awar eness in the public of how H'V and AIDS affect the victins, their
famly and friends," he said.

The exhi bition was anbng the activities organi sed by the Ml aysi an Al DS
Council in conjunction with the Fifth International Congress On AIDS in
Asia and Pacific (I CAAP) to be held in Kuala Lunpur fromOQCct 23 to 27.

Mal aysi an Al DS Council president Datin Paduka Marina Mahat hir,

vi ce-president Datuk Dr Low Bin Teck and Gal eri Petronas director Zaina
Abi di n Ahnad Sharif were present.

Mari na said "Positive Lives" was a docunentary in photograph fornat
presenting the other side of HIV/AIDS victins which was often | eft
undi scover ed.

She said in the process of getting involved in preventive strategies,
"we forget that behind every statistic and case there is a human bei ng
much affected and suffering”.

The phot ographs al so reveal ed how | ove and care had gi ven hope to sone
H V/ Al DS vi ctims.

The fifth I CAAP is expected to attract sone 3,000 internationa
partici pants.

"Positive Lives" is an extraordinary collaboration - a story of people
com ng together to share their experience of HV and Al DS.

The exhi bition began in 1990 and was designed to tell the human story
behind H'V and AIDS in Britain.

It has been a project far exceeding the expectations of the organisers
and has been taken on an international tour since 1993.

As part of the cultural progranme for the fifth | CAAP, a collection of
67 "Positive Lives" photographs of the South Asian Chapter, nanely
Bangl adesh and I ndia, have been selected for display at Galeri Petronas.

The exhibition features the works of internationally-renowned
phot ogr aphers Shahi dul Alam M ke Abraham and Dayanita Singh fromthe
collection of Drik Gallery, Bangl adesh.

The congress is the |largest H V/ AIDS congress for the region and is
especially significant since it is being held in a Muslimcountry for the
first tine.

It is also hosted by a non-Governnental organisation (Ml aysian Al DS
Council), for the first time in | CAAP history.

The congress, "The Next MIIlennium Taking Stock And Movi ng Forward",
focuses on the region's need to evaluate past activities which would
enabl e better fornulation of prevention strategies, treatnent and cure for
HI V/ Al DS vi cti ms.
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