18/ 12/ 1999
Call for Waad to quit Exco post

Kamar ul zaman Sal | eh

KUALA PI LAH, Fri. - Kuala Pilah Umo division chief Datuk Abu Zahar U ang
today bl amed Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhamad | sa Abdul Sanad for the
reappoi nt mnent of Genencheh Assenbl yman Dat uk Waad Mansor as State
Executive Councill or.

He al so called for Waad's resignation, saying that Waad shoul d have the
nmoral courage to step down fromthe post as he had yet to be cleared of
the five corruption charges brought against himby the Anti-Corruption
Agency.

"Al t hough he was acquitted on three counts of corruption, the case is
still not settled since the ACA has fil ed an appeal against the
acquittal ," said Abu Zahar, who is a |l awyer by profession.

Furthernore, he said, there were two other corruption charges stil
pendi ng agai nst Waad.

He sai d since Mohamad | sa had proposed Waad's nane as an Exco nenber to
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohanmad, he shoul d have i nforned Dr
Mahat hi r about Waad's case.

Abu Zahar said Dr Mahathir could not check the background of all the
candi dat es because of the tine factor. Thus, he should not be bl aned for
approvi ng the appoi nt nent.

"I make the statenent today in ny capacity as a division chief. It is
not the stand of ny division," he told a Press conference at the division
of fice.

Al so present were the division's Wanita chi ef Dat uk Napsiah Omar, who is
Kual a Pilah Menber of Parlianment, her deputy Mazi bah Mohd Zin, and severa
Umo branch heads under the division.

However, all the five State representatives under the Kuala Pil ah
parlianent were not present.

They are Juasseh Assenbl yman Hassan Mal ek, vice head of the division,
information chief Datuk Darus SalimBulin (Johol), committee nenbers
| brahi m Jahaya (Seri Menanti) and Norhayati Orar (Pilah) as well as
di vision youth chief Ismail Lasi m(Senaling).

The controversy pertaining to Waad' s reappoi nt mnent began when t he
Lenggeng Assenbl yman wal ked out of the swearing-in cerenony of the Menteri
Besar and Exco menbers at |stana Besar Seri Menanti here | ast Monday.

Waad was among five Exco nenbers retai ned by Mohanad | sa who were sworn
inwith the new faces before the Yang di-Pertuan Besar of Negri Senbil an
Tuanku Jaaf ar.

| shak had protested agai nst Waad's reappoi ntnent in view of the
corruption case.

Mohamad | sa subsequently reacted to Ishak's criticismsaying it was
basel ess and shoul d not be taken seriously.

The Menteri Besar's statenent drew criticismfromthe Serenban Umo
Youth led by its chief O hman Mohamad who supported | shak's action.

Napsi ah al so supported |Ishak's wal kout action and called for Wiad's
resi gnation yesterday.

Abu Zahar said he fully supported Ishak and Napsiah's criticismover
Waad' s reappoi nt nent.

On the selection of candidates for the general election, he said,
Mohamad Isa as the State Umo chief had acted as if divisional |eaders
were no | onger rel evant.

Descri bing Mohanmad | sa as a dictator, he said the Menteri Besar had nade



hi s deci sions w thout discussing it with division heads.
He said the Umo suprene council should viewthe matter seriously in
vi ew of the problens affecting the party now.
( END)
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