29/ 04/ 1999
Call for mininmmwage to protect |ocal workers

reports on "Dewan Rakyat" by Ram an Sai d; Hayatudin; A non Mhd
A M NI NUM wage rate should be introduced to ensure a bal ance between
achi eving rapid economic growth and the wel fare of workers.

In maki ng the proposal, Rohani Abd Kari m (BN Sant ubong) said the m ni num
wage or neasures on a healthy environnment for workers was needed.

This could be seen fromenpl oyers who preferred foreign workers to
| ocal s to avoi d payi ng hi gher wages.

"Perhaps the time has come to consider having a m ni numwage rate," she
sai d when debating the md-termreview of the Seventh Ml aysia Pl an.

The revi ew was tabled in the Dewan Rakyat | ast week by Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hi r Mohaned.

Dr Tan Seng G aw ( DAP- Kepong) said al t hough Pengurusan Danaharta
Nasi onal Bhd had acquired 50 to 60 per cent of banks' non-perform ng
| oans, the latter would only get the funds after five years.

"They can be considered as bankrupt during the five-year period," he
sai d.

"Actually, the NPLs are acquired to assist the cash flow of banks, so
t he Governnment nust source for funds to pay the banks much earlier."

Tan asked for details to be nade public on local funds raised by the
Governnent fromthe Enpl oyees' Provident Fund, Petronas, Perkeso and the
Pilgrims' Mnagenent Fund to tackle the economic crisis.

BN MP for Bukit Bintang Dr Lee Chong Meng | anented on how easy it was
for sone parts of the city to be hit by flash floods after a few hours of
downpour.

He said Gty Hall rnust be given nore funds to address the natter,
especially to inprove the city's drai nage system

Hashi m Jasi n (Pas- Arau) spoke on nore measures needed to conmbat nora
decline, saying that the nation was not only experiencing an economic
crisis but also one on noral and val ues.

Dr Tan Yee Kew (BN Kl ang) spoke on sexual harassnent, saying that as the
country becanme nore and nore industrialised and comerci al i sed, and nore
worren entered the job market, such problens often cropped up

Wi | e expressing her appreciation to the Hunan Resources Mnistry for
coming out with the Code of Practice on the Prevention and Eradicati on of
Sexual Harasssnent in the Wirkplace, she felt only workers in |arge
organi sati ons, manufacturing and conmmerci al establishnments woul d benefit.

"It offers little protection to female workers in small factories,
hawker stores and restaurants or salegirls and pronoters,” she said.

Dat uk Lau Ngan Si ew (BN Sandakan) appeal ed for the "flying doctors"
service in Sabah to be upgraded with nmore flights.

He al so wanted the authorities to take stern action agai nst those
responsible for polluting rivers in the State. Efforts to rehabilitate
pol | ut ed wat erways mnmust al so be intensified.

Wan Junai di Tuanku Jaafar (BN-Batang Lupar) called for the tender
process of CGovernnment contracts to be sinplified to prevent project delay.

Contractors who conpleted their projects satisfactorily must be paid
i medi ately as | ate paynent woul d pose a problemto them
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