09/ 10/ 1999

Call for new approach to agriculture

THE country's agenda to develop the agricultural sector requires a
paradigmshift fromall |evels involving participation not only from
farnmers but also institutions and professionals, Deputy Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi sai d.

He sai d engineers are needed to create innovative equi pnent and

machi nery suitable for the country's climate and | ocal | andscape;
financial institutions and banks should come out with facilities to
provide capital for the growh of agricultural sector and narketing bodies
shoul d prepare suitable infrastructure.

"Li kewi se, scientists, chem sts, comuni cation anal ysts and ot her

prof essi onal s shoul d nove in an integrated manner.

"I hope the agricultural sector which has been an integral part of the
Mal ay world will be led by the Malays in the rural area by being at the
frontline," he said when delivering the Second Universiti Ml aya Al umi
Prem er Lecture in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Abdul | ah' s | ecture, thenmed "Excell ence Anbng the Best: The Ml aysi a That
We Desire", was held in conjunction with Universiti Mlaya's 50th

anni versary yest erday.

He noted that Ml aysia has reached a conpl ete econom ¢ cycle; froman
agricul ture-based nation, the country becane a cormodity exporter and
moved on to manufacturing and servi ces.

Now, the country's econonic growh is accelerated by the nultinedia and
i nformation technol ogy.

Real i sing the high food inmport, he said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad had announced that the agricultural sector will be given
enphasis with a dynami c approach to create nodern entrepreneurs and
agricul tural technocrats.

The nodern farm ng community will be equi pped with know edge and skil
while the sector will be devel oped efficiently, productively and in a nore
conpetitive manner.

"The enphasis on the agricultural sector nmeans the rural econony in
which the majority are Bunmiputeras will be devel oped in a grand way.
"Al'l these remi nd us of the brave and sound ideas voi ced out, either
through witings or speeches, by Royal Professor Ungku Abdul Aziz, the

| ate Dr Ungku Orar, Anmm nuddin Baki and Zaaba since the early 60s when
they tal ked about the rural econony,” he said.

Abdul | ah al so said that it is time for |ocal scholars to formul ate new
political theories based on indi genous nmoul ds and nodul es.

He said the country's stability and econom c success achi eved so far

t hrough the | ocally-devel oped governance systemcan be a nodel to other
devel opi ng countries and be tested agai nst existing political theories.
"I't is obvious that the adoption of any ideology for a ruling system
shoul d be conpatible with the | ocal values and cultures," he said, urging
schol ars to make their students aware of attenpts at col oni sation.
Abdul | ah poi nted out how ot her countries becanme victins of foreign
powers who inpose totally foreign political ideologies.

These countries, he said, are not only lagging in ternms of devel opnent
but are considering recipes for a stabl e governnent.

According to him a country can only forrmulate a free foreign policy in
international relations when it has fortified its internal factors.

The Deputy Prine M nister al so expressed concerns about a section of the



society who are easily led by information which are not only fal se but
sl anderous in nature by those who mani pul ate the information channel.
They accept negative stories about the Governnent and the country and
totally reject true facts on the good deeds of the Governnent, he said.
"Thi s phenonenon is against the attitude which is supposed to be
portrayed by know edgeabl e peopl e.
"Thus, a genui ne knowl edged comunity shoul d take i nredi ate steps to
contain the culture of falsifying facts and poi soning the rakyat's m nds,"
he sai d.
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