28/ 04/ 1999
Call to acquire and develop all idle Iand

reports on "Dewan Rakyat" by Ram an Sai d; Hayati Hayatudin; Ai non Mhd
THE Governnent should acquire all idle and in the country and devel op
theminto commercial, |arge-scale agriculture projects.

The projects can be awarded to any interested private conpani es, Abdu
Rahman Sul ai man (BN-Parit Buntar) said when debating the M d-Term Revi ew
of the Seventh Ml aysia Pl an.

He proposed that the I nplenmentati on Co-ordination Unit in the Prine
M nister's Departnent and the Agriculture Mnistry take up the project.

"It takes tine to develop the agriculture sector on a large scale. The
Governnent can use funds all ocated under the National Land Code to
stream ine activties," Abdul Rahman sai d.

The M d-Term Revi ew was tabled by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad | ast week.

Anong ot hers, the review showed that the household i ncone of |ndians had
increased to 16.3 per cent conpared to Bum putera (12.7 per cent) and
Chi nese (13.7 per cent).

But M Kul asegaran (DAP-Tel uk Intan) said this record (increased
househol d i ncone of |ndians), although a substantial success, was
meani ngl ess.

To suggest that Indians in rural areas attained a higher |evel of
success than urban Buni puteras showed the Governnent's failure at
eradi cati ng poverty anbong Mal ays.

Chi a Kwang Chye (BN-Bukit Bendera) said the information technol ogy
i ndustry was still short of manpower.

"The CGovernment mnust review the education curriculumto include IT and
it nmust begin at the kindergarten | evel.

"At the same tine, various steps have been taken to attract new
investors in IT and this should be commended, " he sai d.

Investment in the fairly new industry has increased by 8.4 per cent from
1994 to 1998.

Wan Mohd Jami n V\an Mahnood (Pas- Tunpat) said that a study shoul d be done
to evaluate the effects of the econom ¢ downturn on Bumi putera
busi nessnen.

Mohd Khal ed Nordi n (BN-Johor Baru) said there was a serious delay in the
transl ati ons of books into Jawi or Bahasa Ml aysi a.

Citing the United States, he said when an English book was published, a
Spani sh version woul d be available within a week.
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