26/ 09/ 1999

Call to set up agriculture university in Sabah

KOTA KI NABALU, Sat. - The Sabah Institute for |ndi genous Econom ¢ Progress
(I'ndep) today called on the Governnment to establish an agriculture
uni versity i n Sabah.

Its executive director WIlfred Madi us Tangau said the present Ti nbang
Manggaris Agriculture Institute in Kota Belud could easily be upgraded
into a university.

He was commenting on a proposal by the Federation of Ml aysian Consumners
Associ ations' president Professor Datuk Handan Adnan that an agriculture
university and agriculture faculties be set up in Ml aysian universities.

"The Government shoul d consi der the proposal by Fonta to establish a
university that is fully devoted to teaching and research in agriculture.
There is a lot of nmerit in the suggestion especially when it cones to food
production," Tangau sai d.

"The university coul d conduct research into ways to increase the
productivity of traditional farners such as in hill padi cultivation."

Handan' s proposal was pronpted by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s call to devel op the agricultural sector to turn the country into
a food producer

Dr Mahat hir had on Wednesday said his vision for Ml aysia after the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor mght be agricultural devel opnent.

Tangau said it was pertinent that Dr Mahathir made direct reference to
Sabah when it cane to agricultural devel opnent as well as food production

"Inline with Dr Mahathir's idea, it will be logical for a university of
agriculture to be located in Sabah,"” he said.

He said the initiative would be nore nmeani ngful if the indi genous people
actively participated i n nodern agricul tural production.

"Much work needs to be done to ensure that the indigenous people, who
are still practising traditional farmng, will benefit fromthe Governnent
initiative to increase agricultural output,” he said.

Tangau sai d the devel opnent and transformation of traditional farners
into nodern farners could be a way for the indigenous people to catch up
with others.

"The establishnent of an agriculture university in Sabah will certainly
be a welconed initiative of the Governnment,"” he said.
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