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Canbodi a- Roundup
CAMBODI A Al M5 FOR THE SKY AFTER ENDI NG POLI TI CAL STRI FE

By: Miin Abdul Mjid

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 7 (Bernama) -- The formation of a new coalition
governnment in Canbodia | ast Novenber brings with it the expectation that
the country will finally be heading towards a | ong-Ilasting "peace,
devel opnent and nati on- buil di ng".

As stated by Prine Mnister Hun Sen at a function during his
recently-concluded visit to Ml aysia, devel opnment and econony were the
priorities of the new governnent.

"Everyone wants to | ead an adequate living, free from poverty caused by
wars, genocidal regimes, national divisions and outside interference,” he
sai d.

Hun Sen made use of his various engagenents in Kuala Lunmpur to drive
hone the point that there is now stability in his country and urged
Mal aysi an investors to step up trade and i nvestnent in Canbodi a.

In an interview with a regi onal news nagazi ne | ast Decenber, Hun Sen
gave an assurance that the new government, conprising his Canbodi an
Peopl e's Party (CPP) and Prince Norodom Ranari ddh's Funci npec party, would
last its five-year term

In July 1997, Hun Sen ousted his then co-prine mnister Ranariddh in a
bl oody coup just before Canbodia was slated to join the regi onal grouping
of Asean.

He was quoted as saying in the interview "It's like a husband and wife
who are back together after being separated. One has to be nore cautious
with each other, at |east nore respectful.”

Under the new power structure in Phnom Penh, Ranari ddh now hol ds the
presi dency of the Canbodi an National Assenbly.

Certainly, the Iong-suffering Canbodi an peopl e thensel ves are hopi ng
that after years of war and political turmoil, they would be able to reap
the rewards of stability in their honel and.

This was what Hun Sen had in mnd when he told a gathering of
politicians and intellectuals here that the Canbodi an governnent coul d now
concentrate on its five-year reform programe of social and economc
devel opnent, especially in areas such as education, public health and
agricul ture.

As the nunmber one foreign investor in the former French colony with
i nvestnments amounting to RML.7 billion [ast year, Malaysia is well-placed
to play an inportant role to assist Canbodia in its devel opment process.
There are currently 70 Mal aysi an conpani es investing in Canbodi a and 30 of
themare in the formof joint ventures with Canbodi an partners.

The investnments are in infrastructure devel opnent, power generation
touri sm banking, property devel opment, oil refining, education and
t el econmuni cati ons.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad has pl edged that the
participation of the Ml aysian private sector in rebuilding and devel opi ng
Canbodi a woul d conti nue to be encouraged.

During Hun Sen's three-day visit, both countries also signed a
bil ateral agreenent to increase two-way trade which stood at RML75. 4
mllion for the first 11 nonths |ast year

Mal aysi a has al so agreed to | ook into the possibility of inporting
Canbodi an agricultural products as well as its request for training in
fields such as industry, diplomacy, oil and gas as well as agriculture.

Canbodi a' s nmenbership in Asean al so cane under the spotlight when he



criticised the nine-nenber regional club for insisting that a senate be
formed in his country before it could formally join the nine-nenber
groupi ng. Malaysia is a strong supporter of an early Canbodian entry into
Asean.

Descri bing the establishment of the senate as Canbodia's interna
affair, Hun Sen said: "The setting up of the senate is not to pl ease Asean
but to pl ease the Canbodi an people."

He al so spoke at |ength about the conplexities of bringing forner Khner
Rouge | eaders to justice for war crines.

Hun Sen expressed his apprehension that attenpts to put such | eaders on
trial mght jeopardise Canbodi a's new found peace and that his people would
resort to fighting again.

However, a teamof United Nations |egal experts which recently visited
Canbodi a i s assessi ng evidence and may recomend how | egal proceedi ngs
agai nst the Khner Rouge regi ne | eaders m ght be conduct ed.

During the regine's 1975-1979 reign of terror, nore than two mllion
Canbodi ans lost their lives fromforced |abour, torture, execution and
mal nutrition.

Hun Sen's visit was at the invitation of Dr Mahathir.
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