14 MAY 1999
APEC- MAHATHI R
CAMDESSUS UNABLE TO MEET DR MAHATHI R DUE TO TI GHT SCHEDULE

By: Jamal uddi n Mbohaned

LANGKAW , May 14 (Bernanmm) -- International Mnetary Fund (I M)

Managi ng Director M chel Candessus is unable to nmeet Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad due to tight schedul es.

Second Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Mhaned said Candessus has shown
interest to neet Dr Mahathir and the latter has given a time but the I M
chief could not able to agree to the time proposed by the Prine Mnister's
Ofice.

"As you know PMis still in Sabah and his schedule is very busy while
Candessus will be presenting a paper in Langkawi tonorrow norning," he told
a press conference on the eve of the sixth Apec Financial Mnisters'

Meeti ng here.

Candessus is scheduled to arrive here tonorrow to attend the Langkaw
nmeeti ng.

Answering ot her question on whether Dr Mahathir had refused to neet
Candessus, Mustapa said the neeting could not take place due to the tight
schedul e.

Commenti ng on a neeting between Wrld Bank President Janmes D.

Wl f ensohn and Keadi |l an President Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan Ismail at
t he Kual a Lunmpur International Airport yesterday, Mistapa said "any
Mal aysi an coul d neet anybody. "

"We don't have any restrictions on Ml aysians wanting to neet anyone
ei t her another Mal aysian or foreigner. W believe Ml aysians are rational
and can think for thensel ves on what is good or bad for the country,” he
sai d.

However, he said generally Malaysia, |ike other countries, did not |ike
foreigners to interfere inits internal affairs.

Wl f ensohn is also in Malaysia to attend the sane neeting.

On the preparation for tonorrow s neeting, Mistapa said 500 people are
expected to participate and the neeting would focus on refornms to the
i nternational financial system although there were signs of stability in
the world econony at present. -- BERNANVA
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