17/ 03/ 1999

Canpai gn to enact Act on consumer protection

TAI PI NG Tues. - A signature canpaign to push for the enactment of the
Consumer Protection Act was | aunched by the Federati on of Ml aysi an
Consumer s Associ ati ons.

Associ ati on secretary-general N. Marinmuthu said in a statenment that the
country's consuner | aws were insufficient and outdated and needed a
conpr ehensi ve Consumer Protection Act that could cope with the gl oba
changes in the economc field, electronic commerce and food technol ogy.

"The Act will also cover the privatisation of basic public services such
as water, sewerage services and electricity."

He said a draft of the Consunmer Protection Bill was submtted to the
Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnistry four years ago but nothing
had been done.

The canpai gn was | aunched during a Wrld Consuners Day gathering
organi sed by the Consumers Associ ation of Taiping | ast night. Mrinuthu
hoped Fonta and its affiliates would collect two nillion signatures and
submit themto Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad before the
parlianentary sessi on next nonth.

He said signature forns woul d be available at all consunmers associ ations
and urged consuners to support the canpaign.

Mari mut hu al so called on consunmers to ensure their rights were not
eroded or exploited by the free market.
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