31/10/ 1999

Canpai gn agai nst unet hi cal retrenchnment

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - A signature canpai gn has been | aunched to urge the
Governnent to anend the Enpl oynent Act to allow for better protection of
wor kers agai nst retrenchnment by unethical enployers.

The canpai gn, organi sed by the Subang Jaya Town Centre branch of MC,
ainms to collect one mllion signatures.

They will be sent to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and
Human Resources M ni ster Datuk LimAh Lek

The branch's consuner arbitration, advocacy, redress and service centre
| egal adviser, Dr Jacob George, said they wanted the Governnent to act
agai nst enpl oyers who retrenched wi thout justification.

He cl ai med that there were many conpani es which had | aid off workers
despite naking profits.

In some cases, he said the nmanagenent had retrenched certai n workers
because of personal vendettas. The workers were powerless in sone
i nstances because they were not union nenbers.

In other cases, the conpanies controlled the "union-like" organisations
t hrough wel fare commi ttees chaired by managenent "croni es", he added.

"Thi s despi cabl e behavi our nmust receive the harshest response fromthe
Gover nnent whi ch saf equards the workers' interests."”
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