04 OCT 1999
Jour nal i st - Rel ease
CANADI AN JOURNALI ST TO BE FREED ON MONDAY

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 4 (Bernama) -- Canadi an journalist Miurray Hiebert,
whose jailing on Sept 11 for contenpt of court nade headl i nes throughout
the world, will be released on Monday (Cct 11), a senior Prisons Departnent
of ficial said today.

H ebert, 50, the Ml aysian bureau chief of the Far Eastern Economc
Revi ew magazi ne, was sentenced to six weeks in prison but would serve only
four weeks for good behaviour, its Head of Public Relations Jam | Razif
Kassi m tol d Ber nama.

Mal aysi an prison rules pernmit one-third rem ssion of sentence for good
behavi our.

Jam | said Hebert initially served his sentence at the Sungai Bul oh
Prison on the outskirt of Kuala Lunpur but was transferred to the Serenban
Prison in Negeri Senbilan about 64km from here 10 days | ater.

Asked what tine Hiebert would be set free that day, he said: "Anytine
from8amto 4pni.

Jam | declined to say why Hiebert was transferred to the Serenban
Prison.

H ebert was convicted of contenpt of court in Septenmber 1997 for a
story he wote for the Hong Kong-based magazi ne earlier that year.

The article, "See You in Court" discussed the grow ng nunber of
defamation suits in Malaysia and in particular a case that involved the son
of a prom nent Ml aysi an j udge.

H ebert, from Steinbach, Manitoba, was jailed after he | ost an appeal
on his conviction.

H's jailing attracted world attenti on because he becane the first
journalist in a half-century to be jailed for contenpt in any Comobnweal th
nati on.

International human rights organisations as well as US President Bill
G inton expressed concern over Hebert's jailing but Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said their criticisnms were an interference with
the country's justice system

H ebert had witten about the nmerits of a pending suit by Datin Chandra
Sri Ram wife of Court of Appeal Judge Datuk Gopal Sri Ram agai nst the
I nternational School of Kuala Lunpur.

H ebert's wife was a teacher at the school. She and her two children
have since left Malaysia and are living in Washington, D.C

A dozen Commonweal th | awyers visited Hi ebert in the Sungai Bul oh Prison
six days after he was jailed while they were here to attend the
Commonweal th Law Conf er ence.

The | awyers cane from Britain, New Zeal and and Ml aysia. They were
acconpnai ed by acting Canadi an H gh Conm ssioner Qch van Fi nckenstein.

Meanwhi |l e, the Federal Court here will hear Hiebert's application for
| eave to appeal against his conviction and sentence on COct 18.

H ebert was earlier sentenced to a three-nonth jail after he was found
guilty in 1997 but the Court of Appeal reduced the jail termto six weeks.
He agreed to serve the sentence on the sane day the Court of Appeal
di smssed his application for the rel ease of his passport, on Sept 11.
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