16/ 09/ 1999

Canada: W don't discrimnate against native peopl es

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Canadi an Hi gh Conmi ssi on here has denied that the
Canadi an Gover nnent had been di scrininating against its native peopl es.

It also denied refusing to return ancestral |ands taken over by white
settlers.

In a statenment today, Canadian acting H gh Conm ssioner Gch von
Fi nckenstein said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s
statenment yesterday on Canada appeared to be inconpl ete and sonewhat
dat ed.

"While it is true that in the past there was official discrimnation
agai nst our native peopl es, the Canadi an Governnment elimnated this
di scrimnation | ong ago

"Furthernore, we have worked hard in the past few decades to address the
br oader concerns of our native peoples."

Si nce then, von Finckenstein said the Canadi an Gover nnent had nade
consi derabl e progress in settling many native | and cl ai ns.

"The nost promi nent exanple of such a settlenent was the creation this
April of the newterritory of Nunavut. This vast |and, which accounts for
one fifth of Canada's land area, is governed by the 25,000 Inuit who live
there, as they see fit."

( END)



	Canada: We don't discriminate against native peoples (NST 16/09/1999)

