14 SEP 1999
Mahat hi r - For ei gners
M SI A CAPABLE OF SETTLING I TS OAN PROBLEMS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 14 (Bernama) -- The world is now forced to accept
the fact that Malaysia is capable of settling its own problens w thout any
foreign help, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d today.

"President (Bill) Cinton admits that Mal aysia can (do it)," he said at
a neet-the-people gathering in Taman Keramat, here, in conjunction with his
official visit to Sel angor.

"Today, the arrogant and strong | M- (International Mnetary Fund) al so
has to admit that Mal aysia has succeeded in reviving its econony," he said
bef ore sonme 20, 000 peopl e who attended the gat hering.

Dr Mahathir said the economic crisis, which started in md-July, 1997,
was the work of foreigners to ruin the Ml aysi an econony,

When t he country becane poor, the governnent would be forced to seek
its help, and it would i npose conditions so that the econony woul d be
surrendered to them he added.

"However, we have created our own ways to revive the country's econony.
And t oday, our econony has recovered," the prinme nminister said.

He said that when the econony faced a downturn from 1983 to 1985, the
governnent had nmanaged to overconme it. In fact, the country's econony grew
rapidly at 8.0 per cent annually.

Dr Mahathir said that due to this rapid growmh, the world had
recogni sed Mal aysia as one of the "tiger" econom es.

The success in reviving the country's econonmy was due to the actions
taken by the ruling Barisan Nasional (BN) party, which wanted to continue
to serve the people, he said

"W serve to develop the country and to defend its sovereignty. That is
all.

"That is the struggle of the BN and its conponent parties. It is not
about who becones the top person, the prinme mnister or the deputy prime
m nister,” Dr Mahathir said.

He said although there were efforts made to determine the country's
future leader, that is only a coincidence as without a | eader, it would be
difficult to take up a struggle.

The prime mnister stressed that efforts woul d be enhanced to ensure a
rapi d economi c devel opnent .

"This is to enable Mal aysians to stand as tall as the other races, tal
as the Petronas Twin Towers, the tallest building in the world,"” he said.
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