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Capturing the Umo spirit

Rose | smai

ITwas ironic that the first Umo CGeneral Assenbly w thout Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahimin 17 years, focused quite considerably on the man and his
political machinations.

Ironic, but deliberate, of course.

To clear the naggi ng doubts, to renpve the spectre of Anwar stil
lingering in the dark recesses of Umo's psyche, it was crucial for Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad to explain once and for all how he cane to the
concl usi on that Anwar was not the right person to | ead the party and
country.

And this the Umo president did, in both his opening address and cl osi ng
remar ks.

To support him both Suprenme Council nenber Tan Sri Sanusi Junid and
Umo treasurer, Tun Dai m Zai nuddin also told the 2,045 del egates of the
chi canery connected with Anwar.

Al this, said an observer, will help Umo del egates prepare for the
general election. Wien they get down to the ground, they will know what to
say.

"It was a fighting speech, a call-to-arns," said former Deputy Prine
M ni ster and Umo Deputy President Tan Sri Musa Hitam "Quite obviously,
el ections are around the corner."

Seen in this context, he said, the speeches were necessary. The first
target were the doubters, the second was the el ectorate in general.

If there had been any reservations before this, they would have been
cleared by the end of the assenbly, another observer said.

"OfF course, there are peopl e who have nmade up their minds, no natter
what. But in Umo, the case is closed,"” said veteran Umo nenber and
speci al envoy to the United Nations, Tan Sri Abdul | ah Ahrad.

"Yes, enough has been said. Anyway, we can see what is happeni ng around
us," said a Wanita exco nenber. "Six nonths ago, there were people willing
to die for Anwar. Today, these sane people won't even fall ill for him"

"From now on, " anot her del egate said, "Umo should just ignore the
statenments being issued by Anwar. W are doing the right things. W should
just nove on." Intriguingly, this was the view of many - though none
wanted to be quoted. "Dr Mahathir need not fear that people won't
understand. W& do and we will do our best in the general election,
t he Wanita nmenber

Apart from Anwar, the second nost inportant deliberation focused on Pas.

To be sure, the issue of Pas was handl ed deftly by Dr Mahathir and
Supreme Council nenber and Mnister in the Prinme Mnister's Depart nent
Dat uk Paduka Abdul Hamid O hman. The latter, in a heartening manner, gave
del egates the confidence they woul d need to counter Pas.

Don't get intimdated, he said. The party nerely canouflages its
political designs in religious garb.

Beyond t hat, some del egates and observers felt insufficient attention
was given to other substantive issues.

Al t hough Dr Mahat hir spoke about Umo's |links with the young and sone
di scussion on this took place during the debate, it is not known i f Penuda
is anare of the extent to which the party is detached from Mal ay yout h.

"I's Permruda in denial? Wiy is the acting head still going to the UKto
talk to Umo cl ubs overseas when the problemis far nore serious here?"
asked a Wani ta nenber.
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Anot her maj or di sappoi ntment, not as noticeabl e because of the enornous
attention given to Anwar and Pas, was the perfornmance of Wanita at the
assenbl y.

The speech by the Wanita head | acked focus, the statenents by del egates
were lethargic and the few who spoke in the Umo debate were hardly
menorabl e in the points they nade.

A reporter who covered the Pas nuktanmar several weeks back said,
conmpared to the Wanita crowd, the Pas wonen seened far nore assertive and
dynami c in their comrents and proposals.

I ndeed, there were no pragmati c suggestions. Instead, one observer says,
the achi evenents of Wanita, heard in earlier assenblies, were repeated.

Al t hough there was sone discussion on Islamc fanmly law, it was far too
superficial to be of any significance.

Wanita did say, however, that they would reach the grassroots with the
Internet. How practical is this proposal ? Wuld they not have to equip
people with conputers before they can influence themthrough the Net?

The concern shown by Wanita over Petronas' new |l ogo (which is said to
resenbl e the Pas | ogo) seened far nore inportant than, say, the
hum liation faced by Misli mwonen in syariah courts.

Overall, the quality of debate could have been better. Del egates spoke
about boosting Ml ay entrepreneurship, protecting Mal ay dom nance, putting
together a school syllabus to instil patriotismand getting the Attorney-
General to head the bar council

The one proposal which seened progressive was the call for wonen judges
to be appointed in syariah courts by Terengganu Wanita del egat e Rohan
Abdul | ah.

This was responded to quickly by Ham d O hman who sai d havi ng wonen
judges in such positions is consistent with the principles of Islam

Beyond that, "it was boring," conplained a veteran Umo nenber.

"We should get out of this “puji-nemuji' way of doing things."

The party needs ideas, said Rosnah Majid, Merbuk Wanita head. "We want
to know i f Governnent policy is being inplenented properly. Wat is
happeni ng on the ground? | nstead, what we get is rhetoric. Wen there is
not hi ng substantial to say, delegates tend to meander and waste tinme," she
added.

"Perhaps, " said the Wanita exco menber, "this isn't a time for
substance. VWhat is needed nowis the spirit to fight because we are
preparing for battle.

"W shoul dn't conplain about what was said or wasn't said at this
assenmbly. | cane |ooking for Umo's spirit and I found it."
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