16/ 04/ 1999

Catering to energi ng needs of famlies

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - New strategies nust be fornulated to cater to the
energi ng needs of famlies, Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
sai d tonight.

He said famlies have to equip thensel ves with know edge and skills in
order to cope with the challenges of change and gl obal i sati on.

" Met hodol ogi es nmust be devel oped and skill ed personnel trained to
provi de education on fam |y devel opnent, parenting and fam |y counselling.
More research should be conducted on fam |y dynamcs, their situation and
the inpact of various policies on fanili es.

"There nust be a nore conprehensive and holistic perspective of
devel opnent - one that enconpasses econonic, societal and famly issues,"
he said at the launch of the four-day International Pure Love and True
Fam |y Conference at the Putra World Trade Centre.

The conference is organi sed by the Mnistry of National Unity and Soci al
Devel opnent and the Wonen's Federation for World Peace. Al so present were
M ni ster of National Unity and Soci al Devel oprent Datin Paduka Zal eha
| smail, WFWP patron Dat uk Paduka Dr Sal eha Mohd Ali and WFWP | nternati ona
founder Dr Hak Ja Han

Naji b opened the conference on behalf of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad. Hak presented Dr Mahathir a plaque of appreciation for
hi s support of the conference.

Najib said at every stage of a country's devel opnent, the famly unit
woul d undergo a process of erosion.

"This seens to be the trend. Qur enphasis on the devel opnent of the
family should not be limted to individual famly ties.

"In Malaysia, we live in a larger society that is also regarded as
famly."

He said although the inter-community rel ationship was not as strong as
that between famly nenbers, its inportance in ensuring the peace and
stability of the country could not be underesti mated.

"Therefore, it is vital that we foster a closer and nore harnoni ous
relationship within the context of the larger famly which is the
Mal aysi an nul ti-ethnic society.

"Increasingly, we nust learn to see the world as our hone and to regard
humanki nd as one famly. If globalisation is to lead to the creation of a
borderl ess world, it nust be acconpani ed by an expandi ng regard for the
val ues of sacrificial |ove and brotherly concern and fidelity between
nations."

(END)
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