04/ 08/ 1999
Cel ebration to mark century of achi evements

Ram an Sai d

PUTRAJAYA, Tues. - A two-year cel ebration to showcase the country's
achi evenents in the past 100 years will be [aunched on Aug 30. It wll
replace the National Day flag-raising cerenony usually held at Dataran
Mer deka

Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi sai d today that
the celebration was also ained at instilling patriotismin the people.

He said programres included in the celebration entitled "Ml aysia's
centennial towards a new mllenniunt were also ai med at encouragi ng the
people to holiday in the country.

"At the same tine, the events are also tailored to attract foreigners to
Mal aysi a and boost the tourismindustry,"” he said after chairing a Cabi net
conmttee on the celebration at the Prine Mnister's Departnent.

Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad woul d | aunch the
celebration at the National Stadiumin Bukit Jalil on Aug 30.

Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters would join Dr Mahathir via video
conferencing in launching the celebration at the State | evel .

At the cerenpny, the Prine Mnister was expected to place a nessage in a
time capsule that would only be opened in 2099.

Abdul | ah said events to mark the celebration included a cultural and
heritage festival, the construction of a nonument to conmenorate the past
100 years, a national water festival, shopping carnivals and a fruit
festival

He said events on the 1999, 2000 and 2001 cal endars woul d al so be "co-
opted" and pronoted as part of the centennial celebration.

These included the National Day parade, the National Language and Arts
Mont h, Mal aysia Fest, shopping carnivals, the Formula One race, the Golf
Worl d Cup, the Langkawi International Maritine and Aerospace exhibition
and Le Tour de Langkaw .
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