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THE Asi a Agricul tural Exposition and Convention (Agex '99) beginning in
Kual a Lunpur today is set to explore sone of the challenges facing the
agriculture sector in the region.

Common i ssues include conpetition fromindustrialisation and
ur bani sation resulting in resources such as capital, |abour and | and
nmovi ng away fromagricul ture, depletion of natural resources, slow
i nvestnent by private conpanies in the agri-food business as well as
stagnating productivity in the snmall hol der sector.

Ext ernal influences such as gl obalisation, environnental concerns and
consumrer preferences are al so creating new pressures for the agricultura
i ndustry.

The utilisation of information technology for the agri-food sector to
i ncrease conpetitiveness and to safeguard the quality of the environnent
needs to be studied as well.

"Agex '99 provides an avenue to discuss sone of these concerns and to
chart new directions for the agricultural industry," says Universiti Putra
Mal aysia's Dr Abdul Aziz Abdul Rahman, a professor of devel opnent
econom cs and director of the university's Centre for Policy Studies.

The si x-day exposition and convention and National Farnmers' Day 1999
| aunched today by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad are the
hi ghli ghts of the ongoing Ml aysia Agriculture, Horticulture and
Agr ot ouri sm Show 1999 (Maha ' 99) which began early |ast nonth.

Wthin the Asean countries there is already an endeavour to co-operate
more in the agri-food sector especially in the context of food security.

There are calls within the region for nore private investors to be
i nvolved in farm ng under the Asean Investnent Project and Asean
I ndustrial Joint Venture nechanisns in food and agricul tural production.

The idea is to enhance food exchange (trade) anpbng Asean countries to
establish regi onal food security.

"As we celebrate Maha '99, it is also a tinely renmnder for us to forge
greater Asean co-operation in the agricultural sector and to identify
opportunities and areas for collaboration,” says Abdul Aziz.

Fifteen speakers will deliberate on a variety of topics at the three-day
conference which is held at Dewan Tun Hussein Onn, Putra World Trade
Centre, in Kuala Lunpur.

It is atechnical forumto provide scientific and agronom c information
(especially the | atest technol ogies) to agricultural practitioners and
i nvestors.

One of the speakers is Professor Paul Davies who will tal k about
Leadership I nvestnment for Greater Prosperity in Agriculture.

Davies is Vice-Principal and Professor of agricultural systens at the
Royal Agricultural College, Crencester, in the United Kingdom The RACis
t he ol dest independent agricultural college in the English-speaking world,
originally established by farners and | andowners.

Since the early 1980s, Davi es has worked for governnents and the private
sector in nost of the Asean countries. He has a particular interest and
expertise in advancing agricultural technol ogy and food chain i ssues.

UPM s Abdul Aziz and his coll eague, Prof Mhanmed Yusof Hussein, wll
exam ne the question of sustainable agriculture.

"Wt are | ooking at sustainable agriculture as an inportant sub-set of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent whi ch focuses on conservation of natural



resources, maintaining environnental quality and ensuring economnic
viability," says Abdul Aziz.

Abdul Aziz and Mohanmed Yusof's paper Sustainable Agriculture illustrates
unsust ai nabl e practices and the cost to the environnment and natural
resources. It will discuss solutions and approaches to overcone this.

The exposition conponent of Agex '99 showcases products and services of
| ocal and international participants. The invol venrent of 10 foreign
conmpani es Il ends the showits international dinension.

Agex '99 is jointly organi sed by Happeni ng Events Sdn Bhd, Mal aysi an
Travel Business Sdn Bhd and UPM s Faculty of Agriculture.
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