18/ 01/ 1999
Change of attitude anmobng notorists vital to reduce casualties

Leslie Andres

HARI Raya Aidilfitri and Chinese New Year as well as other festivals
should be a tinme for merrinent with famly and friends. But for some, the
festive season turns into one of tragedy and gri ef.

Each year during the festive period, several hundred Ml aysi ans are
killed in road crashes nationwi de | eaving their |oved ones with only
menories to cherish.

It is this senseless loss of life which pronpts the police to carry out
special traffic operations everytime a major festive occasion draws near
in the hope that nassive police presence al ong hi ghways and roads woul d
deter notorists fromspeedi ng and ot her driving of fences.

For the first three days of Ops Statik Il, it |looked |like road crash
statistics would continue to escal ate.

But on the fourth day of the traffic operations, the nunbers showed a
consi derabl e drop with nine deaths taking the four-day total to 51 - 18
less fatalities conpared to the correspondi ng period during Ops Statik |
| ast year.

The follow ng day (Saturday), the number of deaths rose to 19, taking
the total over five days to 70 - 11 | ess than the correspondi ng period
| ast year.

If the nunbers at the end of the operation do show a decline, could it
be due to the fact that in the last two years, Hari Raya Aidilfitri and
Chi nese New Year were cel ebrated al nost sirmul t aneousl y?

Nati onal Institute of Occupational Safety and Heal th chai rman Dat uk Lee
Lam Thye seens upbeat about the decrease.

However, he agreed that this nay be due to a possible decrease in the
nunber of road users this year during Hari Raya as many Chi nese who were
on the roads | ast year at the same tine would not be doing so this year.

"Maybe we should wait for both celebrations to pass before we tally the
figures and see if there is really a decrease.”

He was quick to point out that the nunbers were still high and there was
a long way to go to reduce the nunber of road fatalities during festivals.

"What counts nost is a proper attitude anong road users. W cannot
achieve the desired results if the attitude of road users does not
change, " he said.

Lee is not the only public figure to comment on the attitude of road
users.

Duri ng Chi nese New Year |ast year, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad descri bed sone notorcyclists as "suicidal" when commenting on the
hi gh nunber of motorcyclists and pillion riders killed each festive
season.

He had added that the way some of themrode their nachines "terrified"
hi m

The Prime M nister had good reasons to state what he did.

The probl ens which sone nmotorcyclists cause, weaving in and out of
traffic and riding recklessly at breakneck speed with a devil-nmay-care
attitude is no secret to road users.

In Ops Statik |I last year, 138 of the 274 who di ed were notorcycli sts.

Al t hough Dr Mahathir's comrents were ained nostly at notorcyclists, the
Prime M nister could easily have said the sane thing about other
categories of notorists.

In a Press conference on Jan 9, this year, Federal traffic police chief



Dat uk Supi an Amat said that along with the 274 road deat hs during Ops
Statik I, police recorded a total of 9,901 road crashes, an increase from
8,538 crashes and 262 deat hs in 1997.

"Police statistics show that 24 per cent of the crashes reported during
this period were caused by speeding, 23 per cent by dangerous overtaking
and anot her 20 per cent by dangerous driving."

But if operations such as Ops Statik I and Il are not enough to reduce
t he nunber of crashes and road deaths, what el se can be done?

Many have witten in to the media with their views on howto solve the
nation's road crash woes with sone New Straits Tines readers suggesting
measures such as nore stringent police enforcenent and stiffer penalties
for traffic offenders.

Per haps a conbi nation of these nmeasures could hel p reduce road crashes.

In the final analysis, however, it all boils down to one thing - the
attitude of notorists.

"At the end of the day, it all depends on the attitude of the people out
there. It is inperative that motorists evaluate their stance on the
i mportance of life.

"One rmust remenber three things when starting on a journey - Think Safe,
Drive Safe, Arrive Safe," said Lee.

One factor that seens to escape attention each tine the topic of road
crashes and death statistics conme up is whether road conditions have
anything to do with the probl em

Al t hough not a major contributory factor, road conditions cannot be
ruled out in the matter.

Lee rightly points out that npbst accidents recorded occurred on Federa
and State roads and not hi ghways such as the North-South Expressway.

One need only look at the statistics for the first four days of QOps
Statik Il to see this. O the 2,542 accidents recorded, only 83 occurred
on hi ghways.

"Hi ghways such as the North-South Expressway are well maintained. One
i nportant aspect is for the Governnent to nmake sure that a sufficient
budget is allocated for the Public Wrks Departnent which takes care of
these State roads."

Al'l these measures would greatly help the Governnment, particularly the
police and the Transport Mnistry, reduce the nunber of crashes.

The nunber of fatalities and injured is still high but if everyone pl ays
their part, the war agai nst unnecessary road deaths can be won.

As for Ops Statik Il, despite the initial encouraging signs, it is stil
too early to tell if the operation will be a success. W can only hope
that it is.
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