29/ 08/ 1999
Chil d prodi gy Zenai da Sofia gets big boost

M K. Megan

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Sixteen-year-old child prodigy, Zenaida Sofia Salih
Lowe, is now a step closer to pursuing her Bachelor's degree in
Astrophysics, thanks to Tel ekom Mal aysi a whi ch has offered her a

schol arshi p worth about RM500, 000.

Zenai da is expected to begin her four-year course at the Dartnouth
Col l ege in New Hanmpshire, the United States, next nonth.

Tel ekom chai rman Dat uk Ml Radzi Mansor presented the scholarship to
Zenai da at Wsma Tel ekomt oday.

Zenaida is an all-rounder who is endowed with anal ytical and
interpretative abilities that belie her age.

Radzi said the schol arship was awarded to her not only because of her
capabilities and acadenic excell ence, but al so because she had the
potential to be a Nobel Prize w nner.

"Qur Prime Mnister's (Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad' s) vision to have
a Mal aysian win the Nobel Prize by the year 2020 is achi eveabl e t hrough
Zenai da," he said.

Radzi said he was confident Ml aysia could produce nore students |ike
Zenaida if parents were comrmitted to bringing up their children.

Zenaida's nother is the former director of Universiti Sains Ml aysia's
Archeol ogy Research Centre, Professor Datuk Zuraina Majid and her father
is Datuk Dr Vincent Salih Lowe, forner USM dean of postgraduate studies.

Radzi said Zenai da woul d be bonded to Tel ekom Mal aysi a upon her
conpl etion of the course

"W want to encourage our scholarship recipients to conme back and serve
us and the country.

"She can serve us in many areas including at Universiti Tel ekom
Uni versiti Multimedia and Tel ekom Mal aysi a Research and Devel oprent
depart nent.

Zenai da had received various offers fromreputable universities in the
United States to pursue her degree.

Tel ekom Mal aysi a nade the offer after the Mnistry of Education singled
her out as an exceptional ly outstandi ng student and the appropriate
reci pient for the scholarship offered by the Tel ekom Mal aysi a Foundati on.

The Foundation has, since its formation in 1994, given out RML75.8
mllion worth of schol arships for various progranmes |ocally and abroad.

About 1, 200 reci pients have conpl eted their studies while another 1,300
are still studying.

Zenai da said she was happy to be offered the scholarship and to enrol in
Dart nout h Col | ege because only five per cent of the seats are all ocated
for international students.

"The schol arship neans a lot to me and I will do ny best," she said.

Zenai da, the 1996 recipient of the Tunas Harapan award and a conputer
whi zz, chose Dartnouth College as it was known to be the npbst conputer-
connect ed canpus.
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