04/ 10/ 1999
Children with AIDS express their pain through artwork

Est her Tan

PETALI NG JAYA, Sun. - The house is just a box with crude |ines and square
wi ndows painted red, green and blue - the hallmark of a child' s handi work.
But its innocence belies the storny enotions, feelings, menories and pain
the child was trying to express.

The painting of a house depicts the child s desire and hope to be
reunited with her parents and to return to her hone.

The wi sh was never fulfilled as the seven-year-old "artist” died in July
while living in a wonen's shelter. She was suffering fromAIDS and had
been abandoned by her parents.

The desire was so strong that the girl, together w th another Al DS
patient of the same age and fate, nade a series of house paintings during
t her apy sessi ons.

The other girl died in August.

These paintings are anong the 47 exhibits on display at the Subang
Par ade Shoppi ng Conpl ex.

They are all artworks by children from Mal aysi a and Thai |l and who were
i nfected and affected by H V and Al DS.

The exhibition, called the Dream D ary, is part of the fringe events of
the cultural progranme for the Fifth International Congress on AIDS in
Asia and the Pacific (I CAAP) to be organi sed by the Ml aysi an Al DS Counci
at the Putra World Trade Centre fromCct 23 to 27

The Dream Diary is an i dea nooted by the Northern Al DS Prevention and
Care Programme i n Thail and.

The concept entails the use of art therapy to enable children to drawin
self directed, spontaneous and intuitive manner.

Mal aysi an Al DS Council president Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir said the
drawi ngs depict the children's enotional and psychol ogi cal inpacts.

"Children do not know how to use words to express their feelings. Art is
a nediumfor which they can express thensel ves spontaneously and it is
al so much nore exciting," she said at the | aunch of the exhibition.

She hopes the project would help foster a better spirit of conpassion
and care towards children infected and affected by the epidemnc.

There are about four mllion children who are H'V positive worl dw de and
another 6.2 mllion orphaned by the epidemc in 1997.

In Mal aysia, the art therapy sessions are being conducted at various
hospital s and conmunity centres including the Kual a Lunpur Hospital
Uni versiti Hospital (UH), Tenaganita (a wonmen's community resource centre)
and Positive Living (a support group for H V positive individuals).

One of the art therapists, Barbara Yen who has been a nedical soci al
worker from UH for the past 24 years, the sessions did prove to be of help
to the individuals.

She is currently conducting therapy for a three-year-old boy and her
nmot her, both suffering from Al DS.

She said the first painting the boy's nmother did was bleak. It had three
vol canoes spew ng hot |ava and three crying faces. The three faces
represent the woman, her son and her husband who had di ed of AlDS.

"The vol canoes and | ava neant the enotions and feelings she was keepi ng
i nside, the crying faces nmeant sadness and the bl ack she used for the
vol canoes represent death. She was al so mi ssing her husband," said Yen.

As for the boy, he made a few lines and dots on the paper.

The second tinme around, the boy drew a face whom he said was his father



whil e his nother painted balloons with smling faces floating on a stream

"During the therapy, we look out for the way they express thensel ves. W
al so ask themto tell us what they are feeling when painting," said Yen.

The exhibition will be opened to the public until Oct 16. Subsequently,
it will be held at the National Art Gallery between Oct 20 and Nov 14.

It was |aunched by Datin Seri Rosmah Mansor, the w fe of Education
M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak.

The sponsors are Mobil QI WMl aysia, Subang Parade, RE Rogers and Td
Friday's - the Anerican Bistro.
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