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CHI NA KEEN TO SHARE EDUCATI ON SOFTWARE TECHNOLOGY WTH M SI A

CYBERJAYA, July 10 (Bernama) -- The devel opnent of nultinedia education
software can potentially be anong the first areas of cooperation in the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor (MSC), between Ml aysia and Peking University, an
official of the university, said today.

Prof essor Wang Xuan, director at Peking University, suggested that the
university and the Malaysia Miultinedia University (MVW) could enbark on a
t echnol ogy-sharing project to localise the former's technol ogy in software
devel opnent.

"This coll aboration can be a platformlater for |ocal conpanies and
teachers with primary and secondary schools to develop multinmedi a education
software or education titles in Malay as well as in the English | anguage,
based on our (Peking University's) own nultilingual devel opnent tool," he
sai d.

Prof Xuan, a MSC International Advisory Panel (1AP) nmenber, said this
to reporters after a neeting with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad on the | ast day of the three-day third MSC | AP neeting here.

Thi s education software had only been proven comerically viable after
a seven-year period of research and devel opnent work, he said.

Now, it has been well-received in major markets like the United States,
Canada, Japan and Si ngapore, as well as in China, he added.

"I'f we (Peking University and MMJ) want to develop it (software)
together, it can be devel oped t hrough our own conpany established here
call ed PUC Founder (MsSC) Sdn Bhd," he said.

PUC Founder is an MSC conmpany whi ch acquired the status in 1997. It is
a subsidiary of Founder (Hong Kong) LTD, an international |eading software
content devel oper, which in turn is a subsidiary of Peking University.

PUC Founder, involved in the distribution of software products in
Mal aysia, is currently tenporarily based in the Technol ogy Park near here.

PUC Founder managi ng director Teh Hon Seng said there are already pl ans
to set up its own research centre, nost likely in the Technol ogy Park, by
the end of this year to facilitate business expansion into production and
R&D here.

"We are at the advanced stage of conpleting the study plans, and if it
is okay and if econom cally viable, we should start identifying a piece of
land (in Technol ogy Park) to start the construction (of the research centre
bui | di ng] by Septenber," he said.

VWhen asked on the proposed investnent for the centre, he said that
while it was premature to decide the anmount at this point of tine, it has
spent between RM2-RMB nillion for day-to-day operations.

Prof Xuan said that he would after his return home brief Chinese
| eaders on the experiences gai ned here during the I AP neeting.

He said there were a still a lof of things that China could learn from
Mal aysia in the devel opnent of information technol ogy.

"As both Ml aysia and China are devel oping countries, China is keen to
| earn how Mal aysia is developing its own IT techniques as well as ways it
protects its intellectual property,” he said. -- BERNAMVA
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