24/ 11/ 1999

Chi na proposes nmove to strengthen ties

CHI NA yesterday offered several suggestions on ways to further devel op
relations with Ml aysi a.
Its Informati on Departnent director-general Zhu Bangzao, who is the
spokesman for China's Prine Mnister Zhu Rongji, said these include
sust ai ni ng good nonentum of vi ews exchanged at high | evel s and exchange of
cooperation between the two countries in all fields.
The Chi nese Prem er had forwarded these suggestions to Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad during their discussions.
"Both countries should al so continue to expand nutual |y benefici al
econom ¢ cooperation and trade by actively exploring new ways and net hods
to increase conmodities and trade," he said at a press conference in Kual a
Lunpur yest erday.
O her suggestions include cooperation in science and technol ogy,
continuous cultural and education exchanges and enhanci ng cooperation in
i nternational and regi onal issues.
"They (both | eaders) al so agreed that the inportant task of East Asia at
the nonment is to stress on certain economc, financial, scientific and
t echnol ogi cal cooperation, which should be fully reflected at the upconi ng
Asean plus three informal sunmit in Manila," he said.
Trade between Mal aysia and China in the past four years have increased
to RML5.1 billion.
On whether the Chinese Prine Mnister is ready to sign the proposed
regi onal code of conduct for the South China Sea at the Association of
Sout h- East Asi an Nations (Asean) neeting in Manila, Zhu said: "I do not
think the code of conduct should be discussed at the Asean 10-plus-three
meet i ng.
"W believe it should be discussed anmong rel evant parties,” he added.
The Chinese Premier is scheduled to attend the Asean informal sunmt
whi ch is hel d between Novenber 24 and Novenber 28 in Manil a.
Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar will be representing Dr
Mahat hir at the neeting.
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