20 AUG 1999
Mahat hi r- El ecti on
CH NA VISIT NOTH NG TO DO WTH POLLS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

By: Ali Manat

BEI JING Aug 20 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
said his visit to China has nothing to do with Mal aysia's com ng genera
el ection although the trip coincides with the 25th anniversary of the
est abl i shnent of Sino-Mal aysia diplomatic ties.

H's visit here this time around, the fifth, had not inspired himto
di ssol ve Parlianent and determine the election date, said Dr Mahathir.

"This visit does not determ ne or serves as a yardstick to neasure
support for the Barisan Nasional fromthe Ml aysian Chinese electorate in
the comng polls,” Dr Mahathir said at a Press conference at the end of his
t hree-day working visit to China.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Barisan Nasional chairman, said support from
Mal aysi an Chi nese el ectorate for the governing coalition was not because of
his visit to the republic.

"Chi nese voters place greater inportance on how far the nationa
economy can grow further...on comerce, industries, political stability,
peace and the people's well-being," he said.

"My China trip is not to fish for votes as it may not determ ne the
out come of the com ng general election,” he said.

Refl ecting on history, Dr Mahathir said that second prinme mnister the
| ate Tun Abdul Razak Hussein dissolved parlianment and called for a genera
el ection upon returning fromBeijing after signing the agreenent for
establishing diplomatic ties between Mal aysia and China in 1974 "because it
suited the need of that tine."

"In the case of ny visit this time around, | have not got the
i nspiration yet whether it is suitable or not for nme to do |like what Tun
did," he said.

To anot her question, Dr Mahathir said PAS could pronise the electorate
a thousand and one things, even heaven, should the opposition party gain
power in the com ng general election as "it's easy for losers to nake the
prom ses they way they did".

PAS deputy president Abdul Hadi Awang reportedly said recently that PAS
woul d grant women workers three nonths maternity | eave and institutionalise
a five-day working week, should the party formthe next government.

"It's easy for PAS to nmake such promises as it is aware that it wll
not formthe government. These promi ses are just to fish for extra votes or
secure one or two nore seats,"” he said.

Replying to a western journalist, Dr Mahathir said he had no regret
over the action against his former deputy Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi m because
"the law nust be allowed to take its course, irrespective of the position
or the status of anyone."

"W will not intervene with the process of the law, whether it involves
the deputy prine mnister or the prinme mnister hinself.

"After all it is on record that sone of our cabinet mnisters had been
taken to court and convicted for their wong-doing. In fact currently two
state executive councillors are being tried in court and we will not
interfere, although they are fromour own party,” the prine mnister said.

To anot her question from another western journalist, Dr Mahathir
rem nded the West to "l ook at thenselves first before accusing others of
human ri ghts abuse".



According to the prinme mnister, when there was no news about the abuse
of human rights in the West, it did not necessarily nmean that there was no
abuse on their part.

"It is just that the Asians are less likely to criticise others because
we Asians do not lay the law for others to follow "

"However, it was known for a fact that the aborigines in many countries
that were settled or occupied by the westerners were naltreated,

i mprisoned, neglected and even elininated by the newconers,” Dr Mhathir
sai d.

On the other hand, he said, it was on record that the aborigines in
Mal aysi a were not only flourishing but also growing in nunbers because they
were not only protected but also treated and cared equally with the other
races.

Dr Mahathir left Beijing later in the norning for Uan Ude, the capital
of Buryatia, for a three-day visit of the autononous republic within the
Russi an Federati on.
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