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CHI NESE CHAMBERS PREPARE MEMO TO SEEK | MPROVED AGRI CULTURE | NCENTI VES

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 14 (Bernama) -- A nenorandum seeking for better
incentives for the agriculture sector is being initiated by the Association
of Chi nesse Chanber of Conmerce & |Industry Mal aysia and the Chi nese Chanber
of Commerce & Industry of Kuala Lunmpur & Sel angor

The associations will holding a brainstorm ng session and survey anong
agriculture practitioners to decide on the various incentives to be
suggest ed through the nmenorandum

The menorandumis likely to be ready for submission to the mnistry of
agriculture and National Econom c Consultative Council (NECC) by early next
year, said chairman for the agriculture conmttee, Kerk Loong Sing, at a
press conference here today.

He said the current incentives avail able were not adequate to spur
further growh for the country's agriculture sector

"In the past this is the area (agriculture) we have ignored. So this is
the area we must pay attention to in future,” he said.

Kerk al so said existing agriculture incentives needed to be inproved in
order to achieve Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's vision to
turn the country into a food producer

Currently, Malaysia's inported food bill stood at RMLO billion
annual Iy, he said.

Kerk, who is also |eading the brainstornm ng session, said the sessions
will be held on Gct 23 and Oct 24 in Genting Hi ghlands invol ving sonme 20
agriculture practitioners.

Among areas that would be focused on will include that of small hol ders
of vegetables, fruits, livestock, aquaculture and fl owers.

He said smal |l hol ders faced the nost chal |l enges including | and probl ens,
financing, marketing and distribution and | abour

Kerk said the nmenmorandum woul d al so include sonme foreign views on
devel opi ng the sector. -- BERNAMVA
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