03/11/1999

Chi nese chanbers back PM

PUTRAJAYA, Tues. - Chi nese busi nessnen and organi sations today expressed
support for the Governnment under the | eadership of Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

The pl edge was nade to Dr Mahathir by a 30-nmenber del egation fromthe
Associ at ed Chi nese Chambers of Conmerce and I ndustry of Ml aysia and the
Federati on of Chinese Associations of Malaysia at a neeting at his office.

The ACCCIM and FCAM in a statenment after the neeting, said at this
stage, it was inmportant for both organisations to state their support for
Dr Mahathir and the Government under his | eadershi p.

Thi s expression of support was necessary, they said, since Ml aysia was
facing various external pressures towards the end of the 20th century.

Bot h organi sations al so expressed their full support for the various
nmeasures taken by the Governnent in nmeeting the chall enges facing the
econony, the country and national | eadership

They al so pl edged their support and co-operation for the realisation of
the country's Vision 2020 obj ecti ves.

ACCCl Mwas |ed by its president Datuk Lim Guan Tei k while the FCAM
del egation was led by its president Datuk Chong Chin Shoong.

Al so present were chairnen of both ACCCI M and FCAM at state | evel.

ACCCI M has 17 constituent chanbers of commerce, located in 13 States. |t
represents nore than 20, 000 Mal aysi an Chi nese conpani es, i ndividuals,
trade associ ati ons and the Chi nese business community in general. About 80
per cent of its nmenbers are in SMs

FCAMis the unbrella body for 13 Chinese Assenbly Halls which boast an
affiliation of sonme 5,000 Chinese associations with about 100, 000 nenbers.

In the statement, both organi sations said they had hel ped contribute to
prosperity, stability and national devel opnment.

As representatives of the Mal aysi an Chinese conmunity, they said nmany of
their | eaders had al so played a role in national politics, before and
after independence.

Speaking to reporters later on behalf of both organisations, ACCCIM
assi stant secretary-general David Chua said during the neeting, Dr
Mahat hir expressed the hope that the Chinese conmunity woul d support the
Governnent to ensure peace and stability in the country.

Asked whet her the two organi sations had submtted any requests to the
Governnent simlar to the 17-point Hua Tuan el ection petition, Chua said
t hey had not.

"No ... there were no appeals made. Now is not the tine. Apart from
decl ari ng our support for the Governnent, we exchanged views with the
Prime Mnister.

"The Prime Mnister briefed us on the current econom ¢ situation, the
capital controls and efforts to revive the econony.

"W believe the econony is on the right track and nmoving towards better
econom ¢ growt h. "

Chua said they also believed the projection of five per cent econom c
growth for next year was achi evabl e.

He said in fact the 4.3 per cent econonmic growh for this year was much
better than expected.

He said with the econony on the nend, they were confident that the
Chi nese conmmunity woul d support the Barisan Nasional in the upcom ng
general el ection.



"The econoni c perfornmance is one factor. The Chi nese comunity sees the
overall picture and we are sure of the support for the present
Gover nnent, " he added.
( END)
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